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How we Assess and Report your Child’s Progress 

Assessment is an important part of learning as it helps us to understand what your child 

has learned, and plan for what their next steps might be. Your child will be assessed 

throughout their time at Prestonfield. Most of this will take the form of formative 

assessment- the professional judgements your child’s teachers are constantly making to 

help your child to learn.  

Throughout the year, we also use various summative assessments- pieces of classwork, 

learning conversations or end of unit tests which give a snapshot of what your child can 

do at that time. At the start of P1 each child will take part in an individual assessment in 

literacy and maths, to establish a baseline for their learning. At the end of each year the 

children take part in standardised assessments in literacy and maths which contribute to 

their teachers’ professional judgement, as well as giving a picture of how we as a school 

are progressing, compared with schools across Scotland. 

We also ask the children to assess themselves and each other, so that they can learn to 

set themselves targets and take control of their own learning.  

Your child’s report contains a summary of all of these assessments, along with their 

teachers’ views on their individual strengths and achievements, and their next steps for 

learning.  

Scottish Government Benchmarks 

To help us plan and assess your child’s learning, the Curriculum for Excellence is divided 

into Levels. Although each child will learn at a different pace, Early Level work is usually 

covered in Nursery and P1, First Level work is usually taught in P2-P4 and Second Level 

work in P5-P7.  

Education Scotland has recently published Benchmarks, to help teachers assess if a child 

has achieved a level. The Literacy and Numeracy Benchmarks are summarised in this 

booklet. Because children learn in their own way, some children will be working on the 

skills and knowledge from more than one level. Their reported Level will reflect their 

teachers’ assessment of where most of their learning is at that time. If a child can 

demonstrate that they have most of the skills and knowledge within a curriculum level, 

they can be said to have Achieved that Level. Otherwise they are said to be Working 

Towards that Level. 

If you would like to know more about how we assess and report your child’s progress, 

please do not hesitate to ask your child’s teacher.  



When Reading, a child at Third Level will be able to: 

 Select regularly texts for enjoyment and interest or relevant sources to inform 
thinking. 

 Give a personal response to texts with appropriate justification.  

 Explain how well a text or source meets needs and expectations with appropriate 
justification. 
 

 Read texts with fluency, understanding and expression using appropriate pace and 
tone.  

 Apply knowledge of context clues, word roots, grammar, punctuation, sentence and 
text structures to read a range of texts with understanding. 

 Apply a range of strategies to engage with and interrogate texts, for example, 
skimming, scanning, predicting, clarifying and analysing. 

 Understand some specialist and more complex vocabulary. 
 

 Find and select relevant information from a variety of sources for a range of purposes. 

 Summarise information using own words. 

 Use their own words to make and organise notes, selecting key information and 
linking ideas from more than one source. 

 Use notes to create new texts that show understanding of the topic or issue and draw 
on information from more than one source.  

 

 Identify purpose and audience of a range of texts with appropriate justification.  

 Give an accurate account of the main ideas of texts.  

 Make inferences and deductions with appropriate justification. 

 Identify similarities and differences between texts and make appropriate comments 
about content, style and/or language. 

 Respond to a range of close reading questions to show understanding of texts and 
knowledge of language. 

 Identify features of language and give an appropriate explanation of the effect they 
have on the reader, for example, word choice, sentence structure, punctuation, 
grammar and/or imagery. 

 Identify and make appropriate comments about persuasive language such as word 
choice, emotive language, repetition, rhetorical questions and/or use of statistics. 

 Comment on reliability and relevance/usefulness of sources with appropriate 
justification. 

 Make evaluative comments about structure, characterisation and/or setting with 
relevant reference to the text. 

 Show understanding of the writer’s theme and can link it to their own or others’ 
experiences. 

 Identify and make evaluative comments about aspects of the writer’s style, use of 
language and other features appropriate to genre with supporting evidence. 

      



When Listening & Talking, a child at Third Level will be able to: 

 Give a personal response to spoken texts with appropriate justification. 

 Explain how well a spoken text or source meets needs and expectations with 
appropriate justification. 
 

 Contribute regularly in group discussions or when working collaboratively, offering 
relevant ideas, knowledge or opinions with supporting evidence. 

 Respond appropriately to the views of others developing or adapting own thinking. 

 Build on the contributions of others, for example, by asking or answering questions, 
clarifying or summarising points, supporting or challenging opinions or ideas.   

 Apply verbal and non-verbal techniques appropriately to enhance communication, for 
example, eye contact, body language, pace, tone, emphasis and/or some rhetorical 
devices. 

 Use appropriate register for purpose and audience. 

 Identify features of spoken language and give an appropriate explanation of the effect 
they have on the listener, for example, body language, gesture, pace, tone, emphasis 
and/or rhetorical devices. 
 

 Identify purpose and audience of spoken texts with appropriate justification. 

 Give an accurate account of the main ideas of spoken texts. 

 Identify similarities and differences between texts, for example, content, style and/or 
language. 

 Use their own words to make and organise notes, selecting key information. 

 Use notes to create new texts that show understanding of the issue/subject. 
 

 Make evaluative comments about the content, form and/or style of spoken texts. 

 Identify persuasive techniques, for example, word choice, emotive language, 
repetition, rhetorical questions and/or use of statistics. 

 Comment appropriately on the reliability and relevance/usefulness of sources. 
 

 Communicate in a clear expressive way in a variety of contexts. 

 Presents ideas, information or points of view including appropriate detail or evidence. 

 Organises thinking and structures talks to present ideas in a coherent way. 

 Introduces and concludes talks with some attempt to engage the audience. 

 Use signposts throughout talks to provide a basic structure or argument, for example, 
topic sentences and/or linking phrases. 

 Use appropriate tone and vocabulary for purpose and audience. 

 Apply verbal and non-verbal communication skills appropriately to enhance 
communication and engagement with audience, for example, eye contact, body 
language, pace and rhetorical devices. 

 Use appropriate resources to enhance communication and engagement with 
audience. 



When Writing, a child at Third Level will be able to: 

 Write for a range of purposes and audiences selecting appropriate genre, form, 
structure and style to enhance communication and meet the needs of audience, 
including: 

 To convey information, describe events, explain processes or combine ideas in 
different ways 

 To persuade, evaluate, explore issues or express an opinion  

 To describe and share experiences 

 Imaginative and creative writing. 
 

 Apply a range of strategies and resources to spell most words correctly including 
unfamiliar or specialist vocabulary.  

 Use more complex punctuation, where appropriate, to convey meaning or in an 
attempt to enhance writing, for example, inverted commas, exclamation marks, 
question marks, colons, parentheses and/or ellipses. Punctuation is varied and mainly 
accurate.   

 Write almost all sentences in a grammatically accurate way. 

 Use a variety of sentence structures, varying openings and lengths, for example, simple 
and complex sentences, lists, repetition and minor sentences. 

 Use paragraphs effectively to structure content.  Use linking phrases and topic 
sentences as appropriate to signpost a basic structure, line of thought or argument. 

 Write in a fluent and legible way. 

 Edit and revise writing to ensure clarity of meaning, technical accuracy and to improve 
content or language. 

 Select features of layout and presentation, including in digital texts, to clarify meaning 
and suit purpose and audience, for example, headings, bullet points, text boxes and/or 
relevant graphics.   
 

 Use notes and/or other sources to generate ideas, inform thinking and support the 
creation of new texts. 

 Acknowledge and reference sources appropriately.  

 Select relevant ideas and information including appropriate supporting detail or 
evidence. 

 Organise ideas or information in a coherent way to convey a line of thought. 

 Use appropriate vocabulary including some unfamiliar or subject-specific vocabulary 
to make meaning clear and/or to attempt to enhance writing. 
 

 Create short and extended texts regularly for a range of purposes and audiences. 

 Engage and/or influence the reader through use of language, style and tone as 
appropriate to genre, for example, word choice, persuasive language, imagery and/or 
rhetorical devices. 

 

 



When working with Number, Money & Measure, a child at Third Level 

will be able to: 

 Round numbers to at least 3 decimal places. 

 Round numbers to at least 3 significant figures. 

 Use rounding to routinely estimate the answers to calculations. 

 Round in a way which is appropriate for the context when solving problems and 
determine the reasonableness of the solution. 

 

 Quickly recall number facts including at least the 12x 
 
multiplication table and square 

numbers up to 144. 

 Solve written addition and subtraction problems accurately, working with whole 
numbers and decimal fractions with up to at least 3 decimal places and select and 
communicate the processes and solutions. 

 Solve written multiplication and division problems accurately working with whole 
numbers and decimal fractions with up to at least 3 decimal places. 

 Solve mental problems accurately involving the four operations. 

 Interpret and solve multi-step problems in familiar contexts ensuring correct order of 
operations. 

 Communicate and justify strategies used to solve problems.  

 

 Identify common multiples for whole numbers and can explain method used. 

 Identify common factors for whole numbers and can explain method used. 

 Identify prime numbers up to at least 100 and can explain method used. 

 Solve problems using multiples and factors. 
 

 Evaluate simple whole number powers, for example, 24 = 16. 

 Express whole numbers as powers, for example, 27 =33. 

 Explain the notation and use associated vocabulary appropriately. 
 

 Convert any fraction, decimal fraction or percentage into an equivalent fraction, 
decimal fraction or percentage. 

 Add and subtract commonly used fractions including when changing a denominator. 

 Convert between whole or mixed numbers, improper fractions and decimal fractions. 

 Use knowledge of fractions, decimal fractions and percentages to carry out 
calculations with or without a calculator. 

 Solve problems in which related quantities are increased or decreased proportionally. 

 Express quantities as a ratio and where appropriate simplifies, for example, if there 
are 6 teachers and 60 children in a school find the ratio of the number of teachers to 
the total amount of teachers and children. 

 Select and communicate processes and solutions.  
 



 Demonstrate understanding of best value in relation to contracts and services when 
comparing products and choose the best value for their personal solution and justify 
choices.  

 Budget effectively, using technology, showing development of increased financial 
capability.  

 

 Apply knowledge of the relationship between speed, distance and time to find each 
of the three variables, including working with simple fractional and decimal fractional 
hours, for example, ½, 0·5, ¼, 0·25, ¾, 0·75. 

 Calculate time durations across hours and days. 
 

 Choose appropriate units for length, area and volume when solving practical 
problems. 

 Convert between standard units to at least 3 decimal places and apply this when 
solving calculations of length, capacity, volume and area. 

 Calculate the area of a 2D shape where the units are inconsistent. 

 Find the area of compound 2D shapes and explain the method used. 

 Use a formula to calculate the area of parallelograms, rhombuses and kites. 

 Use a formula to calculate the volume of regular prisms and cuboids. 

 Calculate the volume of a 3D shape where the units are inconsistent. 

 Find the volume of compound 3D objects and explain the method used.  
 

 Research and communicate using appropriate mathematical vocabulary and notation, 
the work of a famous mathematician or a mathematical topic and explain the 
relevance and impact they have on society. 

 

 Generate number sequences from a given rule, for example, 𝑇 = 4𝑥 + 6. 

 Determine the rule defining a sequence of numbers, for example, 4, 11, 18, 25… 

 Express sequence rules in algebraic notation, for example, the cost of hiring a car is 
£75 plus a charge of £0·05 per mile, ‘m’ driven, 𝐶 = 0·05𝑚 +75. 

 

 Collect like terms up to at least cubic terms to simplify an algebraic expression. 

 Evaluate expressions involving at least two variables using both positive and negative 
values. 

 Interpret problems and create linear equations which model them. 

 Solve linear equations. 

 Create a simple linear formula representing information contained in a diagram, 
problem or statement. 

 Evaluate a simple linear formula, for example, = 3𝑥 + 4. 
 

 

  



When working with Shape, Position & Movement, a child at Third 

Level will be able to: 

 Demonstrate a variety of methods to accurately draw 2D shapes, including triangles 
and regular polygons, using mathematical instruments. 

 

 Name angles using mathematical notation, for example, ABC  

 Identify corresponding, alternate and vertically opposite angles and uses this 
knowledge  
to calculate missing angles. 

 Use the angle properties of triangles and quadrilaterals to find missing angles. 

 Apply knowledge and understanding of scale to enlarge and reduce objects  
in size showing understanding of linear scale factor. 

 Use bearings in a navigational context, including creating scale drawings. 

 Identify all lines of symmetry in 2D shapes. 

 Create symmetrical patterns and pictures. 
 

When working with Information Handling, a child at Third Level will be 

able to: 

 Source information or collects data making use of technology where appropriate. 

 Interpret data sourced or given. 

 Analyse data and draw appropriate conclusions. 

 Determine if data are robust, vague or misleading by considering, for example, the 
validity of the source, scale used, sample size, method of presentation and 
appropriateness of how the sample was selected. 

 Collect data by choosing a representative sample to avoid bias. 

 Organise and display data appropriately in a variety of forms including compound bar 
and line graphs, stem and leaf charts, scatter graphs and pie charts making effective 
use of technology as appropriate. 

 Describe trends in data using appropriate language, for example, upwards.  

 

 Use the probability scale of 0 to 1 showing probability as a fraction, decimal fraction 
or percentage. 

 Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between the frequency of an event 
happening and the probability of it happening. 

 Calculate the probability of a simple event happening, for example, the probability of 
selecting a face card from a standard deck of cards. 

 Identify all of the mutually exclusive outcomes of a single event and calculate the 
probability of each. 

 Investigate real-life situations which involve making decisions on the likelihood of 
events occurring and the consequences involved.  

 



 


