
 

Prestonfield Primary School 

Pupil Council  

Notes of the Meeting on 13th October 2016 

Welcome  Brandon chaired the meeting and welcomed everyone. 

Matters Arising Charities 
Councillors fed back their peers’ views on which two charities they 
would like to support this year in addition to the Bethany Christian 
Trust for Harvest and Poppy Scotland for Remembrance.  There was a 
lot of discussion as all the suggestions were such good causes for 
different reasons.  The Pupil Council agreed that they would like to 
support charities that are less well known but make a real difference. 
They wanted to choose a charity that helped people but another that 
helped animals. The Councillors were very pleased to choose  
‘Changing Faces’ which supports children and adults who have a 
disfigurement to their face or body and ‘Tusk’ that protects wildlife in 
Africa and tackles poverty to ensure that man and animals can live 
together in harmony-eradicating poaching and promoting education 
and sustainability.  Mrs Murray said how pleased she was that the 
children had come up with such a strong shortlist of charities to 
discuss and support but that perhaps some lesser well known good 
causes had been heard this time. 
 
School Improvement Plan 
Mrs Murray thanked Emma, Beth and Manolis for putting together 
such an excellent presentation on the School Improvement Plan at the 
assembly on 30th September.   
 
Cloakrooms 
Councillors reported that there were still issues with children 
misbehaving in the cloakrooms.  Mrs Murray and staff will remind 
children of expected standards of behaviour.  Out of action water 
fountains was also raised and Mrs Murray said that she would check 
this with Mrs Dow, Business Manager.  Mrs Murray’s said that it had 
been confirmed that water fountains should not be situated in 
cloakroom areas.  Possible relocation of the water fountains to other 
areas would need to be carefully considered in terms of water spillage 
on the floor etc.  All children should bring a bottle of water into school 
each day.    Seb raised the issue of sometimes needing to refill water 
bottles during the day.  Mrs Murray will report back at the next 
meeting after she has checked with Mrs Dow. 

Wider Achievement Wider Achievement 
Councillors discussed the information provided concerning pupil 
uptake of the School and Active School Clubs running.  There were 
significant numbers of children who weren’t recorded as participating 
but who may be involved in clubs outside school.  Mrs Murray said 
that we wanted to give every child the opportunity of joining a club 



and that no one should be excluded for financial reasons as the school 
could help support a place.     
 
Mrs Murray asked Councillors to discuss this information with their 
teachers and peers so that we have an accurate record of who is 
involved in what and who we need to encourage to join an activity.  
Please let Mrs Murray have that information as soon as possible.   
 
Councillors will speak to all the children at an assembly soon about the 
range of clubs available and why it is important to join a club. 
 

Anti-Bullying Assembly Anti-Bullying Assembly 
Mrs Murray said that as part of the school’s equalities and diversity 
work, the Pupil Council will lead an Anti-Bullying Assembly as part of 
national Anti-Bullying Week in November.  

Open Day Open Day 
All City of Edinburgh primary schools will be open for people to visit 
their catchment school on Wednesday, 2nd November 2016.   
Councillors will show visitors round the school. 

Suggestion Box Suggestion Box 
As part of the winning P7 political party’s manifesto they had asked 
for a suggestion box to be made available in school which had been 
agreed.  Councillors discussed what this should be called and agreed 
to call it ‘Prestonfield Pupil Box’.  This box will be located outside Mrs 
Murray’s Office.   The current Listening Box will be moved outside the 
Senior Cloakrooms as requested by some children who raised 
concerns that the Listening Box’s current location was too public. 

Any Other Business Any Other Business 
 
Football Rota 
Councillors talked about the difficulty that some children, particularly 
younger ones have with the current ‘free to play football’ and 
suggested bringing back some sort of rota.  Mrs Murray said that she 
liked the fact that children could play together regardless of age/class.  
Younger children apparently feel that the game is dominated by the 
older children.  Mrs Murray will discuss this with the PSAs and 
teachers and see how things can be improved. 

Date and Time of the Next Meeting Thursday, 24th November 2016 at 13.20 in the Committee Room. 

 


