
 

Prestonfield Primary School 

Pupil Council  

Notes of the Meeting on 15th September 2016 

Welcome and Introductions Emma Mottus, Chair welcomed all the new Councillors to the first 
Pupil Council Meeting for the new session. 

The Role and Responsibilities of the Pupil 
Councillor 

Emma and Brandon, joint Chairs read through the roles and 
responsibilities that a Pupil Councillor has and the dates when we 
meet as a Council.  Mrs Murray said that Pupil Councillors had an 
extremely important job in leading school improvement.  They had 
been elected by their peers because they were seen as good roles 
models who have confidence, lots of ideas and listen well to each 
other to make the school a great place to be.  Pupil Councillors will 
always be the first children to be called on to represent the school 
sharing our values of kindness and respect. 
Emma asked Pupil Councillors why they had put themselves forward 
to join the Pupil Council and children answered: 
Tineyi P2 “to make the school a better place and get more outdoor 
learning especially in the Centre Garden.” 
Pola P5/4 “To help others when they are lonely and keep the school 
grounds tidy.” 
Grace P5 “Looking out for others” 
Seb P4 “Improving the toilets and more outdoor learning.” 
Theo P4:  “Improve the football pitch with fake grass.” 
Jude P3 : “Tidy the Centre Garden to make it safe to play in.” 
Lewis |P5/4: “To help people.” 
Manolis P6: “With past experience of already being a Pupil Councillor 
hoped to give the school the edge.” 
Brandon P7:”Wanted to help and step up taking on more 
responsibility.”   
Emma said when she was asked:  Being a Pupil Councillor gives you 
that feeling of being very special as you have such an important job to 
do.” 
Mrs Murray asked the Pupil Councillors what skills and experience 
they thought they would gain from being on the Pupil Council that 
would be useful for life and work: 
Theo: “Be able to contribute better.” 
Beth P6: “Get a good sense of what having responsibility is like, 
leading things and working with different people.” 
Tineyi: “Become a better role model.” 
Seb: “Be able to read out stuff and improve confidence and 
presentation.” 
Emma; “Improve your leadership skills and communication.” 
Councillors were given their badges and their folders by Mrs Murray.  
Mrs Murray said that they should try to remember to wear their 
badges in school every day and look after them carefully as they 
would be allowed to keep them as a memento of their time on the 
Pupil Council.  Mrs Murray asked Councillors to make sure that they 



brought something to write with so that they could make notes at 
meetings. 

School Improvement Plan Mrs Murray shared a powerpoint of the School Improvement Plan 
with the Councillors and explained that these are the areas we would 
be particularly working on to improve learning and the school.  She 
explained that many of the areas that we will be working on came as a 
result of feedback from children and their families.  Members of the 
Pupil Council will be sharing the School Improvement Plan with all the 
children at the assembly on 30th September.   

Charities to Support this Year Mrs Murray explained that every year the Pupil Councillors ask their 
peers which charities they would like to support and pick two for the 
school to raise money for.  This is in addition to bringing in tinned and 
packaged foods for the Harvest Appeal in October and the Poppy Fund 
in November.  Mrs Murray said that whilst our children and their 
families are so ready to help and support, sometimes money can be 
tight and we need to be sensitive that we don’t put pressure on 
families by asking too often for help.  Mrs Murray shared information 
from two charities that had written to school asking for help: 

1. The Royal Blind, a Scottish Charity that supports people of all 
ages with loss of sight including providing services like the 
Royal Blind School. 

2. Changing Faces, a UK Charity that helps people who have a 
disfigurement to their face or body.  Beth mentioned that P6 
were reading a fantastic book ‘Wonder’ which concerned 
disfigurement. 

3. Manolis mentioned the charity ‘Global Make Some Noise 
Day’ which raises money for charities that often aren’t heard 
as much-this year it is raising money for improving children’s 
mental health and wellbeing. 

4. Since the Pupil Council Meeting, Save the Children have been 
in touch to ask the school for support through the Christmas 
Jumper Day on Friday 16th December where children could 
come into school either wearing their festive woolly jumper 
or make a festive decoration to attach to their 
sweatshirt/cardigan/hoodie in school. 

Pupil Councillors will discuss these charities with peers and advise Mrs 
Murray at the next meeting which two charities we will support this 
year. 

Any Other Business Toilets 
Inappropriate behaviour was raised by many as being an issue in the 
toilets and Mrs Murray agreed that she would talk to all the children 
about this at assembly.  Seb asked whether the toilets could be 
refurbished and Mrs Murray said that she would look into this. 
Running in Corridors 
Some children are still running in the corridors particularly on their 
way out of the lunch hall.  Mrs Murray asked Pupil Councillors to raise 
this with classes and class teachers and she will remind all children in 
assembly. 
Technologies 
Beth raised that she thought all classes should have a weekly 
Technologies lesson with Mrs Moore, Technologies Specialist.  Mrs 
Murray explained that as Mrs Moore only worked a Monday in school 
and that her lessons freed up the class teachers for planning and 
preparation, it wouldn’t be possible.  However, this year P1, P2 and P7 
were all going to have a special technology project day with Mrs 
Moore. 

Date and Time of the Next Meeting Thursday, 13th October 2016 at 13.20 in the Committee Room. 

 


