
 

Prestonfield Primary School 

Pupil Council  

Notes of the Meeting on 24th November 2016 

Welcome  Emma chaired the meeting and welcomed everyone. 

Matters Arising Prestonfield Pupil Box 
We now have Prestonfield Pupil Box, a letter box which is situated 
outside Mrs Murray’s Office for children to post any ideas that they 
might have about how to make the school better.  The box will be 
emptied before every Pupil Council Meeting and any ideas discussed 
by the Councillors.  Ethan Grotlin in P3 was the first to use the Box and 
suggested that we should organise a photograph of all the children 
and staff in the school.  This would also tie in well with the School’s 
85th Birthday this year.  Everyone thought that this was an excellent 
idea and Mrs Murray will ask Mrs McDonald to look into this further 
with Tempest the Photographers. 

 
Wider Achievement Wider Achievement 

We talked about the fact that a lot of children are participating in 
clubs and activities but that the information collected from each class 
still shows that some children are participating.  Councillors will talk 
about the clubs that they belong to at the Assembly on 13th January to 
tie in with the start of a new year and making a new year’s resolution. 
 

Supporting the Charity ‘Changing Faces’ Changing Faces 
Beth and Manolis spoke about the book Wonder by R J Palacio which 
centres around a child who has severe facial disfigurement.  This book 
has inspired the P6 children so much that Changing Faces was a 
natural choice as a charity to support.   Lorna Telford from Changing 
Faces will speak to the children about the charity’s work in a special 
assembly on Thursday 1st December.  There will be a decorate your 
top day on 16th December when children can come into school with 
their decorations and make a donation to Changing Faces if they can.  
Mrs Moore will make these with P3-P6 classes and P7 will help 
Nursery, P1 and P2 children make theirs. 

Feedback to Pupils Feedback to Pupils 
Councillors discussed what the purpose of feedback was and how 
feedback could be improved.  Mrs Murray said that it was very 
important that feedback was regular, focussed on improvement and 
as immediate as possible.  Councillors spoke about teachers with big 
classes having lots of jotters to mark at home.  We discussed how 
much written comments in jotters for children to read at a later stage 
impacted on improvement.  Mrs Murray asked Councillors to discuss 
feedback with their peers and teachers to capture their views and 
ideas on how we could improve feedback.  An A3 sheet ‘Pupil Council 
Survey on Feedback in Learning and Teaching’ was handed out for 
each class to complete and return. 
 



Children in Poverty Children in Poverty 
1 in 5 children in Edinburgh live in poverty and as a school we are 
looking at ways in which we can make things better for our children 
and families.  One of the ways we will do this is by having a special 
meeting with representatives from the Pupil Council and the Mighty 
Rights Team to discuss what they think the obstacles are for some 
children and families in being able to fully participate in school life-we 
talked about support for uniform, snack and money for trips etc.  We 
will organise this for January 2017. 

Any Other Business Any Other Business 
Football  
Councillors said that there were still issues despite the new football 
rota.  Children now weren’t able to play football when they wanted 
but had to wait for a certain day when their class had their slot.  Many 
children also wanted to play with children outwith their class.  A 
suggestion was that with more footballs which are apparently needed, 
smaller games could take place in addition to the main game.  Mrs 
Murray said that we would need to make sure that football didn’t take 
over the playground and that children weren’t being hurt by kicked 
balls. Mrs Murray will discuss this with the PSAs and teachers and see 
how things can be improved. 

Date and Time of the Next Meeting Thursday, 19th November 2017 at 13.20 in the Committee Room. 

 


