
Primary 5 Newsletter 
 
Welcome back to school after the holidays! This newsletter should give you an idea 
of what we will be learning this term.   
 
Literacy 
 
The Literacy Curriculum is made up of Reading, Writing and Listening and Talking 
each of which we will spend time on in class. 
Within Reading we will be setting up and running our Literature Circles this term. 
This will consist of children completing a task independently for homework and then 
feeding back to their group. Each task is focussed on that week’s reading and each 
child will have a different task from the rest of the children in their group. This aims 
at having children organise their own group, take ownership of a task and take part 
in a discussion where they are all in the role of the expert for a specific task. 
 
This term Writing will continue to be focussed mainly around producing non-fiction 
texts such as reports, instructions and leaflets. Alongside this children will be 
provided with features of good writing that they will set themselves as targets to 
focus on. 
    
For Listening and Talking we will be examining the features of being an engaging 
speaker as well as continuing to work on being encouraging listeners. We will do this 
by highlighting and referring to these features continuously and by creating a short 
presentation about a chosen subject to share with the class. 
 
Mathematics 
    
This term we will be focussing on Subtraction within 1000, Shape and Measurement. 
Subtraction will be taught by removing concrete materials, using place value to 
ensure comprehension of the carrying of numbers, illustrating thinking by using an 
empty number line and using a written method where necessary. Shape will consist 
of being able to describe the features of 2d and 3d shapes, understanding 
perpendicular and parallel lines and patterns involving shapes. Within measure we 
will use metres and centimetres, kilograms and grams and litres and millilitres. 
Additionally, we will focus on practising multiplication times tables through a 
homework challenge. We will continue to work on our problem solving skills in class, 
particularly through solving mathematical problems as part of a group. 
 
Health and Well-Being 
We will have 2 lessons a week in PE one with Mr Crandles for Bikeability and the 
other with me focussing on becoming ‘Better Movers and Thinkers’. 



Our Health and Well-Being focus this term will be Making Healthy Choices and 
Empathy. We will be learning what healthy choices are, why it can be hard to make 
them and what we can do about that. For empathy, a big focus will be on admitting 
when we’ve done something wrong and appreciating other people’s feelings. 
 
Other Topics 
    
This term we will be finishing off our topic on Britain before moving onto a pupil 
choice mini-topic. We will be learning about floating and sinking in Science and death 
in Religious and Moral Education. We will also be looking to use iPads more in class 
to support our learning throughout the curriculum. 
 
Homework 
Most weeks your child will receive homework on Monday. Homework will consist of 
a Literature Circles ‘job’, reading, 10 spelling words and some maths. We do a 
spelling assessment on a Friday of the 10 words, so it is a good idea to have practised 
these words by then and I’ll check the jotters on Monday. The children have been 
excellent at having their homework done so far which is great, however homework 
shouldn’t become stressful so please let me know if anyone has any issues with the 
amount or level of difficulty. 
 
Weekly Sessions 

 Swimming: starting on 14th November each Monday until 30th January 

 PE will be on Wednesdays and Thursdays  

 Technology with Mrs Moore will be on Mondays 

 Library will be on Tuesdays 

 A block of five Ukulele lessons on Thursdays 

 French will also be a weekly occurrence starting soon 
 
Diary Dates: 
 
Thursday, 10th November at 14.45 Learning Together Afternoon on ‘Growth Mindset’ 
and 18.00 Parental Workshop on Growth Mindset led by Tracey Colville Educational 
Psychologist  
 
14th-18th November World of Work Week 
 
If you have any questions about anything in this newsletter, please don’t hesitate to 
get in touch. Additionally, if you would like to discuss any issues in relation to your 
child’s learning I am more than happy to organise an appointment after school. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
Mr Leask. 


