
Primary 5 Term 3 Newsletter 
 
   Welcome back to school after the holidays.  I hope you had a great break and a 
happy New Year! This newsletter will hopefully give you an idea of what we will be 
doing in class this term. 
 
Literacy 
   The Literacy Curriculum is made up of Reading, Writing, Listening and Talking each 
of which we will spend time on in class. 
   Reading will continue in the form of the Literature Circles we set up last term. 
Children will continue to run these themselves by taking a turn at leading the group, 
giving each other feedback on their roles and setting their own reading homework. 
   For writing we will be working on creative writing. Within this we will be exploring 
imaginative stories, creating characters and using vocabulary effectively to build a 
picture.  
   Within Listening and Talking we will be continuing to focus on the features of a 
good listener by working on note taking techniques to help us take in information 
more reliably. We will be following up last term’s talk with another; this time we will 
be doing a book talk. 
 
Mathematics 
   During Term 3 we will be focussing on multiplication, division, measurement and 
time. Within multiplication, we will be consolidating our knowledge of times tables, 
using both mental and written methods to multiply with 2 and 3 digits. Within 
division we will be dividing numbers up to 1000 with 2-10, linking with multiplication 
and using remainders. Time will focus on reading analogue time, duration and using 
timetables.  In measurement we will look at length, weight and capacity focussing on 
units of measure and practical weighing. 
   Additionally, we will continue to focus on practising multiplication times tables 
through the homework challenge. Children have a bookmark that records which 
times table they can correctly recite, answer questions at random and answer 
related division questions. We will continue to work on our problem solving skills in 
class solving mathematical problems collaboratively as part of a group. 
 
Health and Wellbeing 
   We will have 2 lessons a week in PE; one with Mr Crandles and the other with me. 
Mr Crandles is doing Scottish country dancing and golf with the class and I will be 
continuing to focus on co-ordination and movement through the ‘Better Movers, 
Better Thinkers’ programme as well as invasion games such as hockey and 
basketball. 
   Our Health and Wellbeing focus this term will be Kindness and Friendships. We will 
be learning about how to be kind, why it’s so important and why this can be difficult 



at times. We will also be learning how to ensure people feel valued and how to deal 
with disagreements positively. 
 
Other Topics 
   Our main topic is Ancient Egypt. We have planned a lot of what we would like to 
learn about as a class including learning about the way Egyptians lived; looking at 
how to build a pyramid; how people were mummified; finding out about Egyptian 
Gods; writing a Howard Carter news report; writing in hieroglyphics; building a 
pharaoh’s mask and making comparisons with current day Scotland.   We will 
showcase our learning by making a video presentation. 
   For Science we will be working on light and sound. This will include investigating 
shadows, reflection, lenses, vibration and pitch. For RME we will be looking at Diwali 
and life. We will also be looking at internet safety as part of our Technologies work. 
 
Homework 
   Most weeks your child will receive homework on Monday. Homework will consist 
of a Literature Circles ‘role’, reading, 10 spelling words and some maths. We do a 
spelling assessment on a Friday so it is a good idea to have practised these words by 
then and I’ll check the jotters on Monday. The children have been excellent at 
completing their homework which is great, however homework shouldn’t become 
stressful. If anyone has any issues with the amount or level of difficulty, please let me 
know. 
 
Weekly Occurrences 

 Swimming: Finishes on 30th January 

 PE is on Wednesdays and Thursdays  

 Technology with Mrs Moore is on Mondays 

 Library is on Tuesdays 

 French is on Wednesdays led by a French Ambassador from Edinbugh University  
 
Dates Coming Up 
27th January-Scots Poetry Competition 
24th February at 11.30 Learning Together Morning ‘Equalities’ 
13th-17th March Science Technology Engineering and Maths (STEM) Week 
21st and 23rd March Parents’ Meetings 
    
If you have any questions about anything in this Newsletter, please don’t hesitate to 
get in touch. Additionally, if you would like to discuss any issues in relation to your 
child’s learning I am more than happy to organise an appointment after school. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
Mr Leask. 


