
 

Prestonfield Primary School 

Pupil Council  

Notes of the Meeting on 19th January 2017 

Welcome  Brandan chaired the meeting and welcomed everyone. 

Matters Arising Wider Achievement 
Head Teacher (HT) thanked the Councillors for their presentation on 
raising awareness of all the different clubs and activities that were 
available for children to join at the assembly on 13th January.  It is 
good to see that many of the children who weren’t in clubs previously 
have now joined clubs in school. 
 
Pupil Suggestions 

1. Poster Competition-No Running in School-the suggestion 
from Amorie was to have posters specifically about no running 
in the toilets but we agreed that posters displayed around the 
school about no running around school in general would be a 
good idea as reminders.  Councillors will ask their peers if they 
would like to design a poster either on their own or with 
friends.  This can be done in school or at home.  Completed 
posters should be handed in to Councillors to bring to the next 
meeting on 23rd February.  The Councillors will agree on the 
best posters to display. 

2. Class Snack Box-the suggestion from Paige was that children 
bring in £1 every Monday which pays for snack every day 
from the Class Snack Box.  We talked about the Healthy Tuck 
Trolley which is open every Monday.  Councillors felt that this 
wasn’t often enough and that Mondays wasn’t a good day as 
children forgot to bring in money after the weekend-they 
would like to see the Tuck Trolley more often even every day 
as otherwise children forget which days it’s available.  Mrs 
Murray said that we had to be careful not to take too much 
time away from learning which is what happened with the 
previous Class Snack Boxes.  HT will discuss with PSAs to see 
how this could be improved and report back.                       

3. More fundraising/dress up days to make school even better-
suggested by Teigen Urquhart and Paige Stoddart.  We talked 
about the fact that we have to be very careful that we are not 
asking families for too much money.  We agreed that the level 
of fundraising in school at the moment for school resources 
and charities was currently about right.  We needed to be 
mindful that dress up days could put pressure on families to 
spend extra money.  We spoke about holding a Bake Sale in 
May for ‘Tusk’ the second charity we agreed to support this 
year as a school.  There were ideas that cakes and biscuits 
etc. could have some animal theme. 

4. Opportunities for all the children to play together at break 

times was suggested by Zainah.  Councillors thought that it 



would be good to try this out but only one day a week 
initially.  It would be particularly nice for older and younger 
siblings to be able to play together and also for buddies as 
well as generally creating more chances for children to 
make a wider circle of friends.   It could be along the lines 
of ‘Mingle Monday’.  HT will discuss how we can make this 
work with the PSAs and report back.                      

5. Dividing the Hill to make a gymnastics area was suggested by 

Lucy.  It was agreed that the Hill was the one area where 
you could play freely on grass and to divide it up would 
lessen this experience which the children really enjoyed.  It 
was also agreed that the Hill wasn’t really a suitable place 
for gymnastics because of the slope. 

6. More playground equipment was requested by Tineyi.  HT 
will check on where we are with buying new playground 
resources from the money that the children and families 
raised through Evan’s Legs.          

7. Make homework more fun was suggested by Bethan and P5 
and P7 having watched an item about homework on 

Newsround.   We discussed why homework was important 
in terms of consolidating learning, engaging parents in 
children’s learning, teaching children self-discipline etc.  It 
was agreed that Pupil Councillors will survey their classes 
on what they think homework should look like so that it is 
more fun and report back to the next meeting.              

 
Feedback to Pupils 
HT thanked Councillors for returning their class feedback surveys 
which will be discussed by teachers in February.  P6 survey still to 
return. 

1 in 5 Children in Poverty 1 in 5 Children in Poverty 
HT explained that in Edinburgh 1 in 5 children currently lives in 
poverty.  As a school we need to make sure that every child can fully 
participate in everything we do and that there are no barriers 
accessing the full range of experiences for children in poverty.  P4-7 
Councillors will join P4-P7 Mighty Rights Team members for two pupil 
workshops on raising awareness of child poverty and then drawing up 
an action plan to make Prestonfield a poverty proof school.  The first 
workshop follows this meeting. 

ECO Clothes Stall ECO Clothes Stall 
We will hold an ECO Clothes Stall on the last Friday of every month 
where we will encourage families to take any clothing items they 
need.  As part of our ECO work and looking after our environment we 
want to spread the message that recycling clothes is cool and also 
helps the wallet! 

Any Other Business Any Other Business 
Football  
The football rota still seems to be a problem.  Councillors should talk 
with peers as to how this can be improved and share their ideas with 
Mrs Reid, PSA. 

Date and Time of the Next Meeting Thursday, 23rd February 2017 at 13.20 in the Committee Room. 

 


