
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 27th JANUARY 2017 

Welcome to our Weekly Newsletter.   These weekly updates are sent out every Friday.  The 
school calendar will be updated and sent out with the Weekly Newsletter on the first Friday 
of the month.   You can also follow us on twitter@PrestonfieldPS. 

 
Highlights of the Week  
 

 We are extremely proud to have been awarded Level 2 Rights Respecting Schools Award, one 
of only five schools in Edinburgh who achieved Level 2.  This is a fantastic achievement which 
has been led by our Mighty Rights Team, recognising the commitment, passion and hard work 
of all the school community in putting children’s rights at the heart of everything we do.  A big 
thank you to our parents and partners who met with Gerry McMurtie the Assessor in 
December as part of the accreditation process and to Mr Hutchinson for driving our work 
forward. 
 
We will make the full report available on the School Website once we have it but in the 
meantime here are a few quotes from the Accreditations and Standards Committee: 
 
“Pupil voice is a strength and empowers pupils to actively been involved in the life of the 
school.” “It is evident that inclusion is highly valued within the school community.” “Children 
and parents clearly feel listened to and are empowered to contribute.”  “Great to see that 
children really understand the role of government in ensuring rights are realised.”  “The Lion 
Award is a great idea!”  “Leaders of learning at Moray House!  Exciting and challenging 
opportunities for pupils with a rights focus.” 
 

 We were very pleased to take part in Young Carers Awareness Day on 26th January 
participating in Edinburgh’s Young Carers Project 100 Schools Challenge.  We have a dedicated 
display in school with information about what a Young Carer is and all the support that is 
available for Young Carers.  If you would like any more information on Young Carers please 
contact info@youngcarers.org.uk or visit their website at www.youngcarers.org.uk 

 

 We held a fantastic Scots Poetry Competition today with all the children from Nursery to P7 
participating with wonderful renditions of Scots poems in Scots!  Particular congratulations go 
to the winners Chloe King P1 for her ‘Katie Bairdie’, Arturo Vargas for his ‘Scots, Wha Hae’ and 
to P3 for ‘Granda’s Teeth’ and ‘A Dug, A Dug’ by P7!  Thank you so much to Russell Clink and 
Nairn’s for sponsoring the event so that all the runners up and winners for the classes and 
soloist categories receive book tokens.  Thank you also to Cleo Jones from the Library and 
Information Services and Lorna MacDonald from the Creative Learning Team for joining 
Russell as our judges today. 

 

 We held our first ECO Clothes Stall today in the playground outside the P4 Classroom where 
parents and carers were welcome to help themselves to any items they would like to have.  
We will hold our ECO Clothes Stall every last Friday of the month at 12.00 noon.  Please 
support us by helping yourselves to any items and/or donating any clothes in good condition 
to the School Office.  Thank you! 

 

 Earth Calling have now finished the extended decked and planted areas in the playground 
which look wonderful!  A huge thank you to the Friends of Prestonfield and all the families 
and members of the community who have raised so much money to make the children’s 
outdoor play and learning experiences so much better.   
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 Derek Blyth, Mechanical Plant Engineer with the Merchant Navy has been talking to the older 
children this week about different forms of engineering and what it means to be a plant 
engineer on a huge ship! 

 
 Congratulations to our Stars of the Week:  Halle McNaughton and Lewis Hood Nursery; Sami 

McCabe P1; Poppy Welsh P2; Caroline Abel P3; Bilal Mohammad P4; Reece Frost P5/4; Arsalan 
Naveed P5; Everyone in P6 and Josh Angell in P7. 

 

Coming Up Next Week  
 P5 will have their final swimming lesson on Monday.  Staff at the Royal Commonwealth Pool 

and at school have been really impressed by all the children’s hard work, perseverance and 

skill.   

 P2-P7 children will be participating in workshops this week and next led by Edinburgh’s Young 

Carers Project to raise awareness of what a Young Carer is and share information on the help 

that is available to support Young Carers. 

 Moneywise Prestonfield is open for business on Wednesday, 1st February.  Please make sure 

children bring their Snappy Savers Card with any deposits.  If you would like your child to open 

an account to encourage good savings habits early on, please contact the School Office.  There 

are still some children with accounts who haven’t received their £1 donation from Nairn’s 

yet.  Please make sure your child brings in their Snappy Savers Card so this can be credited. 

Mr Ferguson, Manager of Moneywise Prestonfield and I are looking forward to holding 

interviews on Wednesday, 1st February for P5 children who have applied for jobs running 

Moneywise Prestonfield after the Easter holidays.  I am really impressed by how many children 

have put themselves forward and look forward to chatting to them about their applications 

next week. 

 We look forward to celebrating our Learners of the Month at the Assembly on 3rd February. 

 

Coming Up Further Ahead 
 Safer Internet Day 2017 is almost here! Taking place on Tuesday, 7 February 2017 with a theme 

of 'Be the change: unite for a better internet', the focus is for everyone to join together to make 

the internet a safer and better place for all, especially for children and young people.  All classes 

will be learning about how to keep themselves safe online.  We will also make guidance available 

for parents on internet safety.  Barnardo’s currently have a stall in Cameron Toll offering advice on 

internet safety and the O2 shop are happy to advise parents on mobile phone settings and 

individual platforms. 

 
 
 

 


