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Welcome  

A very warm welcome to our August 2016 

Newsletter and the start of a new school year 

at Prestonfield, especially to those children 

and families who are joining us for the first 

time.  We look forward to working in 

partnership with you so that we can give your 

children the very best education, ensuring 

that they develop the key skills to be 

successful in their learning, life and work.   

It has been great to see our new P1s settle into Prestonfield so 

quickly, already in school full time and looking so smart in their 

school uniform.  I would like to welcome two new members of staff 

to the school:  Miss Daisy Reeves, Nursery Teacher and Mrs Vicky 

Crandles, Pupil Support Assistant-we hope that they will be very 

happy during their time at Prestonfield.   

We hope that you have  had a very good summer holiday and that 

you have come back recharged for an exciting year ahead with lots 

of opportunities for you to get involved in the life and the work of 

the school.  Thank you also for your feedback on strengths of the 

school and areas for improvement and your views on how we report 

to you on your child’s learning and progress.  These have been taken 

into account and incorporated in our Standards and Quality Report 

2015-2016 and our School Improvement Plan for this year.  A 

summary for parents will accompany the September Newsletter.  

On behalf of all the staff at Prestonfield, I wanted to thank you all so 

much for your kind words and generosity, it is greatly appreciated. 

Class Photographs Friday, 26th August 

The school photographer will be in this Friday to take the class 

photographs of all the children.  Please make sure that your children 

look particularly smart in their uniform that day! 

 

 

 

Prestonfield Primary School 85th Birthday! 

Friday, 2nd September 2016 at 11.00 

Please come and join us to celebrate the 

school’s 85th Birthday where we will be 

opening our doors to our local 

community.  All the children from Nursery 

to P7 are busy researching a particular 

decade from when the school first 

opened in 1931 to the present day and 

their work will be exhibited for you to see.  

We have also received kind contributions of memories and 

memorabilia from members of the community who have links with 

the school including former pupils, their families and staff.  Mrs 

Dorothy Dowie, former Head Teacher will 

join us for our celebrations and oversee 

the unearthing of a time capsule that 

was buried in the Centre Garden 20 

years ago!  We will then rebury the 

time capsule with children’s ideas on 

what learning at Prestonfield will look 

like in 15 years’ time to coincide with the 

school’s 100th Birthday!  

A group of volunteers from Scottish Widows have kindly agreed to 

tidy the Centre Garden on Tuesday, 30th August at 09.00 in 

preparation for the Birthday celebrations, but we need more help.  

If you can spare sometime that day, please get in touch with the 

School Office.  Thank you so much. 

Curriculum Evening 

Thursday, 8th September 

18.00-20.00  

We are looking forward to welcoming 

you into school for our Curriculum Evening on Thursday, 8th 

September where you will have the chance to hear about the 

school’s achievements and priorities and meet your child’s Class 

Teacher, visiting the classroom and finding out more about the 

learning experiences your child will be offered.  There will also be a 

short presentation on developing a Growth Mindset by Miss 

Pettman, Health and Wellbeing Leader.  It is an excellent 

opportunity to meet other parents and carers too and find out about 

the excellent work the Friends of Prestonfield, Parent Council do in 

supporting the school.  
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Our School Motto: 
‘To go further than we thought, 

To run faster than we hoped, 
To reach higher than we dreamed, 

To become the people we wish to be.’ 
 

August Right of the Month 
Every child has the right to the best possible health.  

Governments must provide good quality health care, 
clean water, nutritious food, and a clean environment so 

that children can stay healthy.  Richer countries must help 
poorer countries achieve this. 

Article 24 
United Nations Convention  
on the Rights of the Child 
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Benmore Residential Trip-Final Briefing 13th 

September 17.00 

I am delighted to confirm that all our P7s are off to Benmore next 

month with Miss McMillan and Mr Crandles for what will be a 

fantastic and first rate outdoor learning experience.  This is the first 

year that we have managed to have all our children in P7 attend and 

we are thrilled about it.  A very big thank you to Miss McMillan and 

Mr Crandles for giving up their own time to make this trip possible.  

There will be a final briefing meeting in school on Tuesday, 13th 

September at 17.00 to confirm all the arrangements and answer any 

questions. 

Parents’ Meetings Tuesday 4th and Thursday 6th 

October 

We will look forward to seeing 

you either on Tuesday, 4th 

October between 16.00-18.00 

or Thursday, 6th October 18.00-

20.00 for Parents’ Meetings 

where you can meet with the 

Class Teacher to discuss your 

child’s learning, progress and next steps.  These appointments are 

for 10 minutes each and we encourage you to bring your child with 

you. 

Book Revival-Book Donations for Friday, 30th 

September 

As our last Book Revival in March was such a 

success raising £250 for new books in school, 

we will be holding another Book Revival during 

the week of Parents Meetings in October.  

Please can we ask for your help again in 

donating any books that you don’t mind parting 

with, so that they can be shared with other 

children and families and raise money for the 

school.  Please send any books into school by 

Friday, 30th September so that they can be sorted.  I know that 

Priestfield Church have already kindly started collecting books for 

us. 

School Clubs  

Mr Robert Ure is 

our new Active 

Schools 

Coordinator and a 

great programme of 

extra-curricular clubs has been planned for this year with clubs 

starting week beginning 12th September.  Information will be sent 

out under separate cover shortly.  I am also pleased to confirm that 

there will additionally be a wide range of clubs run by school staff 

which are free and which will start after the October holiday.  Joining 

a club gives your child so many great opportunities to develop a 

variety of skills and gain new experiences as well as increase self-

confidence.  Please take advantage of these opportunities so that 

your child gets the very best on offer.  We want all children to 

participate in a club so please get in touch with the School Office if 

you need any assistance. 

School Uniform 

We are really proud of our school uniform-royal blue for everyone 

with the option of a black hoodie in P7.  Wearing school uniform 

instils a sense of identity and pride in our school and eliminates peer 

pressures about latest fashions and trends.   Please support us in this 

by ensuring your child wears school uniform every day.  We like to 

look smart in school, so please ensure that any trousers worn are 

smart rather than joggers which look far more casual.  Should you 

need any help with uniform, we have a good stock of good as new 

items which you are most welcome to have.  Please ask at the School 

Office. 

Healthy Snacks and Birthday Cakes 

We are a health promoting school and are working 

towards our Stage 3 Healthy Schools Awards.  Please 

send your child with a bottle of water and a healthy 

snack each day-a piece of fruit is 

ideal.   Milk can be arranged 

through school at the start of the year if you 

would like your child to have milk in school. 

Please don’t send birthday cakes into school, as 

apart from being a health promoting school, several children have 

different food allergies or aren’t allowed to eat certain foods.  

Having to cut up and distribute birthday cakes in school also impacts 

on learning and teaching time.   

Breakfast Club 

Our Breakfast Club is open from 07.45 to 
08.45 Monday to Friday where your child 
will be provided with a choice of cereal, 
toast, fruit, yoghurt, milk and fruit 
juice.  Please note that in order to receive 
a breakfast, your child should arrive no 
later than 08.15.  

 
Our Breakfast Club is open to all P1 to P7 children at a charge of 
£2.00 per day per child discounted to £1.50 for a second or third 
child.   Please note that this must be paid each Wednesday for the 
following week with an option of paying weekly, monthly or 
termly.    All monies must be in a sealed envelope clearly marked 
‘Breakfast Club’ with your child’s name and class, stating which days 
you wish your child to attend.  Please note that no refunds can be 
issued for days not used.   
 
Please get in touch with the School Office if you would like your 
child to have a place at the Breakfast Club.  The school is in a 
position to support a number of places for children of low income 
families, so please don’t hesitate to let us know if you would like 
to take up this offer. 
 

Moneywise 

Prestonfield ‘Snappy 

Savers’-School Credit 

Union 
Moneywise Prestonfield, our 

school credit union will be 

open for business on alternate 

Wednesday mornings starting 

Wednesday 23rd August so please make sure your child has their 

Snappy Saver Card with them to deposit any money.  If your child 

doesn’t already have a savings account, please get in touch with the 

School Office so that the necessary paperwork can be completed.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/fruit-clip-art-free&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwiEkNew7a7NAhVYOMAKHfXSBh0QwW4IGDAA&usg=AFQjCNFFsuiL6wgj0PUEjkykeTod5_l6mQ
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://cliparts.co/water-bottle-clip-art&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwiAqriG7a7NAhUDKcAKHb9JChcQwW4IKjAJ&usg=AFQjCNFapHMjpepNyDe2OMiiXjdwIRkppw
http://www.clipartkid.com/liberty-high-school-football-official-site-AZHqUL-clipart/
http://www.clipartkid.com/free-school-girl-reading-book-clip-art-7jAGay-clipart/
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As we want to encourage all our children to be financially capable, 

confident and included, the school will donate £1 to each child 

opening an account.  The P6s will continue to run Moneywise 

Prestonfield with Mr Kenny Ferguson until Christmas when a new 

group of P5 children will be recruited to take over in the New Year. 

 

Learning Together 

Sessions 

We will hold three Learning 

Together sessions this year where 

you will have the opportunity of 

coming into your child’s classroom 

to participate in their learning 

activities.  These sessions are 

always a great opportunity for you to see what learning and teaching 

is like in action and if you can make it, the children are always so 

pleased to see you.  If you are unable to attend maybe a 

grandparent, uncle, aunt or other family member could attend in 

your place? 

 

Dates for the Learning Together Sessions are: 

Thursday, 10th November at 14.30 

Friday, 24th February at 11.30 

Friday, 2nd June at 11.30 

 

We hope to see you there! 

 

Class Assemblies 
We hope that you will be able to come and join your child as they 

share their learning with the rest of the school at their Class 

Assembly.  Class Assemblies take place on a Friday at 09.15.  Please 

find details of the dates for these below: 

 

11th November-P7 Remembrance 

20th January-P6 

10th March-P5/4 

12th May-P5 

19th May-P4 

26th May-P3 

9th June-P2 

16th June-P1 

 

World of Work Week and 

Careers Fair 14th-18th 

November  
Many of you will remember the 

fantastic World of Work Week and 

Careers Fair the school and Friends of 

Prestonfield held two years ago, where 

our work was highly commended by 

the Learning Directorate as an 

example of excellence in parental engagement.  We will be holding 

another World of Work Week and Careers Fair from 14th-18th 

November and will need your help in making it another great 

success.  We want all our children to make that link as early as 

possible between their learning in school and the world of work and 

having parents and carers sharing their job and work experiences as 

well as our many community partners, is an incredibly powerful way 

of doing this.  I will be in touch in the next few weeks under separate 

cover to enlist your help! 

Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics (STEM) Week-13th-17th March 2017 
Looking further ahead, but again asking for your help, we will hold a 

STEM Week where children will participate in stimulating and 

motivating STEM activities, again with a focus on developing those 

skills for learning, life and work but also challenging any gender 

stereotyping in careers in these particular fields.  More on this later 

but if you would be interested in helping us, please keep these dates 

in mind. 

 

Celebrating Learning and Achievement 
Many congratulations to all the children who 

worked so hard and gave so much to the school 

last year.  In particular well done to the 

following children: 

Learners of the Year 
P1 Matthis Doppel and Agni Koutsogiannidi 

P2 Riley Lyall and Mia McLelland 

P3 Billie Douglas and Giorgia Podaru 

P4/3 Prionta Ashek and Orla Kennedy-Darke 

P4 Ava Pirrie and Evan Glass 

P5 Shishir Islam and Hannah Reid 

P6 Aqsa Hayat and Abbie Douglas 

P7 Sarah Al-Dubai and Sean Muir 

 

Platinum Award Winners 
P1 Maia Tait and Megan Thomson 

P2 Zainah Shahid and Tineyi Matenga 

P3 Bilal Mohammad and Max McLellan 

P4/3 Sophie Taylor and Haaris Hussain 

P4 Maisie Stein and Jai Sardesai 

P5 Manolis Patronis and Rosie McSorley 

P6 Sophia Budge and Emma Bulloch 

P7 Mahatir Haque and Elle Mitchell 

Personal and Wider 

Achievement 
Well done to the following 

children for their fantastic 

achievements: Shane 

Wright P3 for winning a 

trophy at Edinburgh South 

Football Club’s Euro Fest; Liam Dailly P6 for being awarded silver 

and gold medals at Edinburgh South Football Club’s Euro Fest; 

Bethan Baillie P5 for being awarded a medal by Edinburgh South 

Cricket Club; Kris Fleming P5 for achieving a Yellow Belt in 

Taekwondo and receiving a medal from Edinburgh South Football 

Club at the Euro Fest; Louise Joyce P4 for being chosen as Winner of 

Meadowbank Gymnastics Club Elite R and C Plate Award 2016 and 

for winning two gold medals; Grace Beveridge P5 for achieving 2nd 

Place at the Musselburgh Windsor Football Tournament and Grace 

Matthews, P5 for being awarded 1st Voice for Life Medal as part of 

St Peter’s Church Choir. 

 

Community Litter Pick 

Last years’ Community Litter pick was very successful.  We are going 
for our 2nd Green Flag and would be delighted if you could joins us 
for the next Community Litter Pick  on the morning of Thursday, 27th 
October 2016. 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://cliparts.co/clip-art-working-together&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwje7sHU1dfOAhUILcAKHQeTDL0QwW4INDAP&sig2=8zNQNyTAouOFQen_boWWzg&usg=AFQjCNEH4bYD_BduTEy4zfL2Oe12W0hJLg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://worldartsme.com/job-opportunity-clipart.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwiMzcb21dfOAhXpBcAKHS77C7YQwW4IKjAJ&sig2=IGNeUUgmsMIoKtaErzgcEg&usg=AFQjCNG04Z4OorfkDv4SaE84Ihi0QHcOJg
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Friends of Prestonfield 

Prestonfield Needs You!  
 
We are a friendly 
welcoming group of 
parent/carers who 
want to improve and 
support our school. 
Please join us.  We need people from P1 upwards to get involved.   

We have had 5 parents leaving last year as their children have left 
the school and this has created spaces for you to get involved in 
events, fundraising, playground improvements, communication and 
our campaigns like safer parking round the school.  We are also 
looking for a new Chair as Louise McSorley is stepping down after 4 
years involved in the group.  

Why not come to our Social Night/AGM on Tues 13 September at 
7pm-8.30.  There'll be drinks and nibbles and lots of friendly people 
to talk to.  We will also give you an overview of what we achieved 
last year and involve you in what we could do this year.  We'll also 
be electing our Chair, Treasurer and Secretary. If you'd like to come 
but need childcare, please let us know. 

We put lots of information on our Facebook page which is a public 
page so you don't need to have join Facebook to view any posts or 
you can email us on  

friendsofprestonfield@gmail.com   
 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsOfPrestonfield 

 
 

Supporting Parents 
 
Details of parenting programmes are on our School Website or 
please get in touch with Helena Reid, Development Officer Parent 
and Carer Support, CEC on 0131 672 2629 or at 
Helena.Reid@ea.edin.sch.uk  
 
 

And Finally… 
We look forward to working closely in 

partnership with you to make our school the 
very best it can be.  Please get in touch with 
us if there is anything we can do to help. 
 

With best wishes, 

 

Fiona Murray 

Mrs Fiona Murray, Head Teacher 
 
 

 

 

Diary Dates 
Please discard any earlier diary dates as 
inevitably changes have to be made on 
occasion. 

 
August 2016 
30th August at 09.00 Scottish Widows 
and Parent Volunteers for Centre 
Garden Tidy 

31st August Interviews for House Captains and Vice Captains 
 

September 2016 
2nd September 11.00 85th Birthday Celebrations-Open Doors 
8th September 18.00-20.00 Curriculum Evening 
9th September Eid al-Adha Assembly and Right of the Month 
13th September 17.00 Benmore Final Briefing 
13th September 19.00-20.30 Friends of Prestonfield Annual General 
Meeting 
15th September Pupil Council Meeting 
16th September Learner of the Month Assembly 
Monday, 19th September-Autumn Holiday-School Closed 
 
20th-23rd September P7 Residential trip to Benmore 
30th September Pupil Council share School Improvement Plan with 
children at Assembly 
30th September Pupil Committee Meetings 
 

October 2016 
3rd-7th October Book Revival 
Tuesday, 4th October 16.00-18.00 Parents’ Meetings 
Thursday, 6th October 18.00-20.00 Parents’ Meetings 
13th October Pupil Council 
14th October Harvest Festival 
Friday, 14th October-Break up for October Half Term Holiday 
Monday, 17th-Friday, 21st October-October Half Term Holiday-
School Closed 
Monday, 24th October-INSET-School Closed to Pupils 
27th October AM-Community Litter Pick 
27th October Evening Friends of Prestonfield Halloween Disco 
28th October Learners of the Month Assembly and Pupil Committee 
Meetings 
 

November 2016 
4th November Right of the Month Assembly 
7th November P5 Swimming starts 
Thursday, 10th November 14.30 Learning Together Afternoon 
11th November P7 Remembrance Assembly 
Monday, 14th November-Friday, 18th November World of Work 
Week 
15th November 19.00 Friends of Prestonfield Meeting 
18th November Careers’ Fair 
24th November Pupil Council Meeting 
25th November Ant-Bullying Assembly 
 

December 2016 
2nd December Pupil Committee Meetings and Sharing Assembly 
9th December Learners of the Month Assembly 
12th December 14.00 P1 and P2 Nativity Play 
Tuesday, 13th December 18.00 P1 and P2 Nativity Play 
16th December Christmas Assembly 
20th December Beauty & The Beast performed in School by M&M 
Productions for P1-P7 
21st December Christmas Talent Show 
22nd December 10.45-Christmas Carols in the Centre Garden 
22nd December 12.00 School Closes for the Christmas Holidays 
22nd December-9th January School closed for the Christmas 
holidays 

 
January 2017 
Monday 9th January INSET Day School closed to pupils 
Tuesday 10th January Pupils return to school 
13th January Right of the Month Assembly 
19th January Pupil Council Meeting 
20th January P6 Class Assembly 
27th January Scots Poetry Competition 

mailto:friendsofprestonfield@gmail.com
mailto:Helena.Reid@ea.edin.sch.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=meetings+clip+art&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=C8AvqHTRIbJwCM&tbnid=LswG97ZAy_FUiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.franklinboe.org/&ei=sKINVNniLI2QaLGZgoAL&bvm=bv.74649129,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGPtwYgO0xQmI21bfKXg9wAAAqGFg&ust=1410266112979917
http://cliparts.co/clipart/25058
http://www.clipartkid.com/sayings-many-hands-make-light-work-church-work-day-this-saturday-4P754h-clipart/
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