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Welcome  

A very warm welcome to our June 2016 

Newsletter, the last one of the school year!  

Next week we will be welcoming our new P1 

children into school for their induction visits, 

whilst our wonderful P7 children will be 

attending their high schools for the three day 

transition visits.  We wish our P7s the very 

best for the future.  They have been a real 

pleasure to have in school, where they have 

worked hard, contributed fully and led by example.  We are all so 

proud of them-they’ll always be Prestonfield Stars! 

In the meantime, you should all have received your child’s report 

for the year which I hope you have found helpful.   As we are in the 

process of reviewing reports, please let us know any suggestions 

that you might have so that we can take these into consideration.  

We would also be very keen to know your views on the school’s 

strengths, areas for improvement and any ideas as to how we can 

achieve these to help us continue to provide the best service we can 

for your children.  Please use the feedback sheets that were included 

with your child’s report.  Thank you. 

A very big thank you to the Friends of Prestonfield who have done 

such an excellent job once again in supporting the school in so many 

different ways, including the recent fantastic Spring Fair that raised 

an amazing £2,130 and was such a happy, community event.  We 

are so grateful to you all for your commitment, enthusiasm and hard 

work.  Special thanks must also go to Louise McSorley (Rosie and 

Seb’s Mum) who has been a superb Chair over the last few years, 

working so successfully in partnership with the school and the 

community.  Please see News from the Friends of Prestonfield 

below. 

 

 

A few wee reminders please: 

School Uniform 

We are really proud of our school uniform-royal blue for everyone 

with the option of a black hoodie in P7.  Wearing school uniform 

instils a sense of identity and pride in our school and eliminates peer 

pressures about latest fashions and trends.   Please support us in this 

by ensuring your child wears school uniform every day.  We like to 

look smart in school, so please ensure that any trousers worn are 

smart rather than joggers which look far more casual.  Should you 

need any help with uniform, we have a good stock of good as new 

items which you are most welcome to have.  Please ask at the School 

Office. 

Healthy Snacks and Birthday Cakes 

We are a health promoting school and are working 

towards our Stage 3 Healthy Schools Awards.  Please 

send your child with a bottle of water and a healthy 

snack each day-a piece of fruit is 

ideal.   Milk can be arranged 

through school at the start of the year if you 

would like your child to have milk in school. 

 

Please don’t send birthday cakes into school as apart from being a 

health promoting school, several children have different food 

allergies or aren’t allowed to eat certain foods.  Having to cut up and 

distribute birthday cakes in school also impacts on learning and 

teaching time.   

 

School Lunches 

The cost of a School Lunch for children in 
Primary 4 to 7 will increase in August 
2016 to £2.05. 
A reminder that all children presently in 
the Primary 3 year group will no longer 
be entitled to a School Lunch free of charge when they go into 
Primary 4 in August.   
If you think you may be entitled to Free School Meals and Assistance 
with Schoolware, application forms are available from the School 
Office.    
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Our School Motto: 
‘To go further than we thought, 

To run faster than we hoped, 
To reach higher than we dreamed, 

To become the people we wish to be.’ 
 

June Right of the Month 
Every child has the right to the best possible health.  

Governments must provide good quality health care, 
clean water, nutritious food, and a clean environment so 

that children can stay healthy.  Richer countries must help 
poorer countries achieve this. 

Article 24 
United Nations Convention  
on the Rights of the Child 
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Thank you so much for your generous support in raising a fantastic 

£361.06 for WaterAid!  It was super seeing so many of you join us 

for our special enactment of the Giant Water Molecule in the 

playground.  This project was masterminded by Alan Walker from 

Edinburgh University, where the P5-P7 children represented 

electrons, up-quarks, down-quarks, protons and neutrons and 

everyone sang ‘the Bucket of Water Song’ (lyrics adjusted by Sarah 

Al Dubai to fit the cause).   

Priestfield Church is holding a Coffee Morning in aid of WaterAid 

this Saturday, 18th June from 10.00-12.00.  Please do go along and 

support it if you are free.  The Coffee Morning came about as a result 

of Jade Dobbin, P4 deciding to do something 

after hearing about the charity’s work in our 

Assembly.  Jade was awarded the Lion 

Award to celebrate her act of kindness in 

raising awareness of the work that WaterAid 

do to help others who have such difficult 

lives.   Well done Jade! 

Hola!  

It was great to see so many of 

you join us for the Learning 

Together Morning where 

children were able to share 

their learning in Spanish with 

you and show off their French 

in P6 and P7 too!  This has been 

the second year of developing 

Spanish throughout the school from Nursery to P7 and the children 

and staff have loved it and are becoming increasingly skilled!  If you 

were at the P2 Class Assembly recently you will know what 

accomplished linguists your children are.  We have been extremely 

fortunate to have had the assistance of native Spanish speakers as 

Spanish Language Assistants in school for the last two years and 

have the Edinburgh University Modern Foreign Language 

Ambassadors delivering French to the older children.  We plan to 

continue to strengthen these partnerships moving forward as being 

able to speak different languages is such an important skill for life 

and work and learning a new language has been shown to help keep 

our brains healthy! 

 

Breakfast Club-Flexible Option 

I am very pleased to confirm that the 
school will continue to provide a Breakfast 
Club next session.  Our Breakfast Club is 
open from 07.45 to 08.45 Monday to 
Friday where your child will be provided 
with a choice of cereal, toast, fruit, 
yoghurt, milk and fruit juice.  Please note 

that in order to receive a breakfast, your child should arrive no later 
than 08.15.  
 
Our Breakfast Club is open to all Primary 1 to Primary 7 children at 
a charge of £2.00 per day per child discounted to £1.50 for a second 
or third child.   Please note that this must be paid each Wednesday 
for the following week with an option of paying weekly, monthly or 
termly.    
 

In response to parental views, we will offer you the option of paying 
only for the days you wish your child to attend from August 
onwards.   All monies must be in a sealed envelope clearly marked 
‘Breakfast Club’ with your child’s name and class, stating which days 
you wish your child to attend.  As numbers are limited, places will 
need to be offered on a first come, first served basis.  Please note 
that no refunds can be issued for days not used.   
 
Please get in touch with the School Office if you would like your 
child to have a place at the Breakfast Club.  
 

 

 

Prestonfield Remembers-85th Anniversary 

Celebration 

Friday, 2nd September 2016   

11.00-14.00 Open Doors 
 

Prestonfield Primary School is 85 years old 

this year since it opened its doors to 

children in 1931!  We will be marking the 

occasion by opening our doors to the local 

community to join us in our celebrations.   

 

On our return to school after the summer holiday, each class will be 

researching a different decade from the 1930s to the current day in 

preparation for the celebrations as follows: 

 

P7 1930s and 1940s 

P6 1950s 

P5 1960s 

P5/4 1970s 

P4 1980s 

P3 1990s 

P2 Millennium-2009 

P1 and Nursery 2010 onwards 

 

We want to make this project as meaningful and engaging as 

possible for all the children, so please help your child think of key 

questions they might have about the decade their class will be 

studying, so that their interests and questions are at the heart of our 

work-discussions about what life was like then and what was going 

on at that time at a local, national and international level would be 

really helpful. 

  

We would be particularly keen to get in touch with any members 

of our community who have had an association with the school 

and who might have any photographs or memorabilia of how 

things were at that time which we could photograph for our 

displays-if you know of anyone who can help, please ask them to 

contact the School Office ideally before we break up for the 

summer holiday.   

 

As part of our celebrations that day, a time capsule that was buried 

in the Centre Garden in 1996 for a period of 20 years will be dug up.  

I am told that the items in the time capsule reflect items that were 

used for learning and teaching at the time and children’s predictions 

of how these might have changed 20 years on.  On 2nd September, 

we will be burying a new time capsule for a further 15 years to 

coincide with the School’s 100th Anniversary in 2031!   

 

http://www.wateraid.org/uk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_Spain_(Civil).svg
https://www.google.co.uk/url?url=https://fr.fotolia.com/tag/85&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwihr96t267NAhWSF8AKHdWdAfk4KBDBbgggMAQ&usg=AFQjCNF6Qz10uMuFk9g1evvm53LbuC9siA
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Personal and Wider 

Achievement 
Many congratulations to 

the following children who 

have been developing their 

skills and talents in so 

many different ways:   

Armaghan Nasar P1 for completing the first level in learning the 

Quran in Arabic; Poppy Welsh for being awarded Runner Up in a 

Disco Dancing Competition in Glasgow; Tineyi Matenga P2 for 

achieving his White with Yellow Stripe Belt in Judo;  

P5/P6 School Football Team 

“Playing for Prestonfield Primary School’s Football Team has been a 

lot of fun this year!  It’s been a tough challenge playing against teams 

of P6s and P7s but we have done pretty well overall.  Our last game 

was against a P6/P7 team from James Gillespie’s Primary School.  It 

was a tough game and they had some skilful players but we won fair 

and square in the end, winning 7-5!  Our Coach Mr Crandles has 

been a big help and inspiration to us throughout the season.  We are 

looking forward to playing for our school next season.  It would be 

brilliant if others would like to join in the fun and play for the team 

next year.” 

Sam Kiely, Manolis Patronis and Fraser McKenna 

Congratulations to all the team:  Sam, Manolis, Fraser, Cailen, Liam, 

Juliet, Simon, Joshua, Luke, Jack, Josh Taylor, Alexis, Dean, Kieran, 

Paolo and Brandon. 

Thank you to Parent Helpers Mr Kiely and Mr Hynd for their 

invaluable support of the team this year. 

P4 School Football Team 

“The children have worked hard at getting on as a team.  Although 

we struggled at first, we ended the season winning the last two 

matches including scoring 6 goals in the last game.” 

Mr Leask 

Congratulations to all the team:  David, James, Xavier, Jai, Archie, 

Lewis, Kris, Grace, Sam, Matthew and Aaron. 

Stars of the Week May 

and June 

Well done to the following 

Stars of the Week: 

Nursery: Ava-Rose Letson, 

Tyler Stuart, Sultan Moral, Bella Wood, Josh Grotlin, Olivia White, 

Zaheen Islam, Callum Boyle and Sam Stewart 

P1: Cody Boyle, Safaa Arshad, Poppy Welsh, Alyssa Brannan, Toby 

Oliver 

P2: Jade Christie Young, Lucas Chan, Kayson Mohammed, Islam 

Taha, Aleesha Rahman, Jayden Young, Zaihnah Shahid, Mia 

McLelland 

P3: Elise Kinnell, Sophie-Lee Thomson, Piotr Sobieraj, Sofie 

Limergova, Max McLellan, Ava-Ray Macnamara 

P4/3:  Sam Robertson, Sophie Taylor, Lewis Dailly, Haaris Hussain, 

Matthew McDonald, Grace Stewart 

P4: Beka Anderson, Brianna Ross, Arsalan Naveed, David Duncan-

Spence, Jade Dobbin 

P5: Lucas Vanicek, Juliet Marshall, Rosie McSorley, Sam Kiely, Beth 

Reed Maddy, Inshaal Imran 

P6: Alexis Curry, Dean Parry, Sophia Budge, Jack Wells, Emma 

Mottus 

P7: Ekke Mottus, Marison Hossain, Sean Muir, Amy Harper, Mae 

Hamilton, Ryan Mdongo Nkomo. 

 

All the children’s certificates are displayed in the School Foyer, so do 

please come to take a look. 
  

News from the Friends of Prestonfield  

 

 
 
 
 

Biking Dads - Saturday 25th June 13.00-14.00  
Come and join us welcome back the Biking Dads from their 50 mile 
bike ride.  Meet in the Play Park opposite the school.   

 

AGM and next Friends of Prestonfield Meeting 
- Tuesday 13th September 19.00 
We will have a review of the year, including our finances and elect 
our Chair, Treasurer and Secretary and start planning our activities 
for next year.  Please come along and get involved with us, we're a 
friendly bunch and we need more people to get involved as some of 
our group are moving on, especially our Chair, Louise McSorley.  
 
Notes of interest for the roles of Chair, Secretary and Treasurer are 
needed a week in advance of the meeting by emailing 
friendsofprestonfield@gmail.com 
 
We put lots of information on our Facebook page, it's a public page 
so you don't need to have join Facebook to view our posts 

Email us on friendsofprestonfield@gmail.com   
 
Facebook –  
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsOfPrestonfield 
 
 

Supporting Parents 
 
Details of parenting programmes are on our School Website or 
please get in touch with Helena Reid, Development Officer Parent 
and Carer Support, CEC on 0131 672 2629 or at 
Helena.Reid@ea.edin.sch.uk  
 
 

And Finally… 
 

We would like to wish you all a very happy and 
safe summer holiday.  It has been a pleasure 
working in partnership with you over the 
year and together we really can give your 

children the best.   
 

School will close at 12.00 on Thursday, 30th June and reopen at 
08.50 on Wednesday, 17th August 2016. 
 
With best wishes, 

 

Fiona Murray 

Mrs Fiona Murray, Headteacher 
 

x-apple-data-detectors://5/
mailto:l@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofprestonfield@gmail.com
mailto:Helena.Reid@ea.edin.sch.uk
http://cliparts.co/clipart/25058
http://www.clipartkid.com/sayings-many-hands-make-light-work-church-work-day-this-saturday-4P754h-clipart/
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Diary Dates 
Please discard all previous dates as 
changes are inevitable. Calendar dates 
are also displayed on the School 
Website.    

 
 

June 2016 
 
Friday, 17th June at 09.15-P1 Class 

Assembly 
Tuesday, 21st June-‘It’s your help that counts’ P1 Induction Session 
for EAL parents led by Morag Collier, EAL Teacher 
Tuesday, 21st-Thursday 23rd June-P7/S1 Transition Days at High 
Schools 
Wednesday, 22nd June at 09.00-11.00 or 12.45-14.45 P1 Induction 
Thursday, 23rd June 09.30-11.30 Nursery to P1 Transition Morning 
‘The Rainbow Fish’ 
Thursday, 23rd June P4/3 Trip to Edinburgh Castle 
Friday, 24th June-Celebration of Learning Assembly 
Saturday, 25th June 13.00-14.00 Biking Dads at Prestonfield Play Park 
Monday, 27th June P7 Trip to the Edinburgh Dungeon 
Monday, 27th June Meet the Teacher 
Tuesday, 28th June Platinum Award Winners Treat 
Tuesday, 28th June 18.30-20.30 P7 Leavers’ Party 
Wednesday, 29th June 09.30 Talent Show 
Wednesday, 29th June 13.45 Leavers’ Assembly 
 

August 2016 
 
Monday, 15th August-INSET-School Closed to Pupils 
Tuesday 16th August-INSET-School Closed to Pupils 
Wednesday, 17th August-School Resumes 
 
 

September 2016 
 
Friday, 2nd September 11.00-14.00 Prestonfield Remembers 85 
Years Celebration-Open Doors 
Thursday, 8th September 18.00-20.00 Curriculum Evening 
Tuesday, 13th September 19.00-20.30 Friends of Prestonfield Annual 
General Meeting 
Monday, 19th September-Autumn Holiday-School Closed 
 
 

October 2016 
 
Tuesday, 4th October 16.00-18.00 Parents’ Meetings 
Thursday, 6th October 18.00-20.00 Parents’ Meetings 
Friday, 14th October-Break up for October Half Term Holiday 
Monday, 17th-Friday, 21st October-October Half Term Holiday-
School Closed 
Monday, 24th October-INSET-School Closed to Pupils 
Thursday, 27th October AM-Community Litter Pick 
 

November 2016 
Thursday, 10th November 14.30 Learning Together Afternoon 
Monday, 14th November-Friday, 18th November World of Work 
Week 
Friday, 18th November-Careers’ Fair 
 

 
 
December 2016 
 
Monday, 12th December 14.00 P1 and P2 Nativity Play 
Tuesday, 13th December 18.00 P1 and P2 Nativity Play 
Tuesday, 20th December Beauty & The Beast performed in School by 
M&M Productions for P1-P7 
Thursday, 22nd December 10.45-Christmas Carols in the Centre 
Garden 
Thursday, 22nd December 12.00 School Closes for the Christmas 
Holidays 
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