
 
 
 
 
 

22nd  August 2016 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back everyone after our long, summer break. It has been lovely to hear all the holiday news 
from the children.  
 
We are looking forward to welcoming the new children who will join our Nursery over the next few 
weeks.  This is such an exciting time for the children who are about to start Nursery with us.  We are 
sure you will give our new families a very warm welcome and the children will do a super job at 
helping all their new friends settle into the Nursery routines. 
 
Miss Daisy Reeves is our new Nursery Teacher and she is very much looking forward to getting to 
know all of the children, parents and carers at Prestonfield Nursery. She will be working alongside 
Mrs Catherine Reid and Mrs Vicki Clarkson-McVeigh, and we all look forward to working with Mrs Jo 
Arthur on a Wednesday.  
 
Here is some information about our first few weeks at Prestonfield Nursery: 
 

 
We started this session by reading stories with ‘Elmer the Elephant’ and 
the children enjoyed using different colours to create an Elmer wall 
display.  
 

Soon the children will be visited by our Nursery teddy – Pip our Prestonfield Pal – and 
he will help us to discuss our Nursery rules and routines, allowing us to create our 
Nursery Charter. After spending time exploring bears and describing our favourite 
teddies, we will begin to learn all about a variety of Toys – how they work, what they’re 
made of and how they’ve changed over time.  

 
We will be working closely with P1 to think about current popular toys to create a display as part of 
Prestonfield’s 85 Years Celebration and Open Day, including digging up a 20 year old time capsule on 
2nd September.  
 
In Numeracy, we will be practising our number counting skills with different songs and we will also be 
counting many exciting toys in our play activities. Children will be encouraged to sort items by colour 
and size, and we will begin to introduce pattern-making.  
 
In Literacy, we will learn to retell the story in our own words and discuss the characters in the story, 
sharing our favourite parts of the story in discussions.  We will also be drawing pictures of ourselves 
and learning how to read and represent our name and our friends’ names.   
 
In Health and Wellbeing, we will be enjoying our physical play activities in the Nursery garden and 
helping our new friends to settle in. Each week we will go to the Gym Hall for some games and 
activities. Mr Crandles, the school PE specialist, is looking forward to meeting our afternoon children.  
 
While we plan lots of exciting learning activities, we always get lots of fantastic ideas from the 
children. We are a responsive Nursery Team who love to hear about the children’s interests and 
create new play opportunities for them based on these. Look out for ‘My Good Idea’ display coming 
soon where we can display all of your child’s ideas for activities in our Nursery.  



 
 

We will soon be opening our Nursery Library where children can borrow books to take home. To 
encourage reading at home, children are free to take a new book daily. When our library opens in 
September, each child will be given a book folder and record sheet. Please ensure you 
note down which books are being borrowed and return them on time.   
 
 

Your child will enjoy contributing to their own special folder of work, full of photos showing different 
learning experiences and examples of their best work. The Nursery staff will also use this folder to 
track your child’s learning. We look forward to inviting you into our Nursery to look at your child’s 
Learning Journey. 
 
Please remember to share all the special achievements and moments that are happening at home.  
You can take home and complete the sheets that are on the display in the cloakroom – either with 
photos, drawings or just a few words.  We can then enjoy celebrating this news with your child at 
Nursery too. 
 

 Please make sure we have your up-to-date contact details (address, mobile phone numbers, 
emergency contact information) and let us know of any changes in your work and 
employment information so that we can ensure our records are up-to-date.  

 Please can we remind all families to bring something warm for your child 
to wear when enjoying playing in our lovely garden, as the weather is often 
quite unpredictable! 

 On those sunny days, please ensure your child comes to Nursery with sun 
cream on and a hat for them to wear when outside.  

 Remember to write your child’s name on all clothing as this is so helpful 
and avoids any mix-ups with similar clothing.   

 Your child has a box just outside the Nursery where we may put letters or the children may 
put their lovely artwork. Please check and empty the box on a daily basis.  

 We would be delighted to receive any donations of empty food boxes/packaging that you 
would like to recycle to our Nursery, so that we can enjoy making new creations with them in 
our art and craft area. 

 

As we plan this year’s outings and events, it would be a great help if we could get an idea of how 
many parents/carers would be able to help on outings and on which days.  Please complete and 
return the reply slip, as soon as possible, to help us to gather this information.  Parent helpers are 
essential on Nursery outings as it is recommended that there is one adult helper for every two 
children.  
 

 

As well as joining us on class outings, we would like to welcome you into our Nursery to help 
wherever possible. If you would like to help organise our ‘Bedtime Stories’ library, we would be very 
grateful. Similarly, our Nursery garden is always looking for a little help to keep it tidy, so if you are 
particularly green-fingered, we know the children would love to work with you on some weeding or 
planting. If you have a special talent, perhaps you can speak a different language, play a musical 
instrument or have a passion for cooking; we would love you to share your expertise with all the 
children! 
 
Please find attached a list of holiday dates for 2016/2017.   
As always, thanks for all your continued help and support. 



 
All the staff at Prestonfield Nursery 
 
Prestonfield Nursery Class – Parent Helpers for Outings 
 
Child’s Name:  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
I can/cannot help on Nursery outings (please delete as appropriate) 
 
Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Days available to help on outings: …………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Please also tick if you are interested in helping in any of these other ways: 
 
 Nursery Library  Nursery Garden  Sharing a talent or skill 
 
Return this slip to the Nursery staff  
 
 
Prestonfield Nursery Class – Parent Helpers for Outings 
 
Child’s Name:  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
I can/cannot help on Nursery outings (please delete as appropriate) 
 
Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Days available to help on outings: …………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Please also tick if you are interested in helping in any of these other ways: 
 
 Nursery Library  Nursery Garden  Sharing a talent or skill 
 
Return this slip to the Nursery staff  
 
 
Prestonfield Nursery Class – Parent Helpers for Outings 
 
Child’s Name:  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
I can/cannot help on Nursery outings (please delete as appropriate) 
 
Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Days available to help on outings: …………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Please also tick if you are interested in helping in any of these other ways: 
 
 Nursery Library  Nursery Garden  Sharing a talent or skill 
 
Thank You.  Please return this slip to the Nursery staff  



 
 


