
Primary 5 Newsletter 
 
Welcome back to school and to P5! I hope everyone is looking forward to the new 
term and is ready to learn lots of new things.  
 
Literacy 
In Reading children will be learning how to run Literature Circles where they will 
work in groups to read and complete tasks on different texts. These tasks will help 
children build their comprehension and fluency to read more effectively. Children 
will read a variety of texts both fiction and non-fiction. 
In Writing we will focus on developing vocabulary, connectives, openers and 
punctuation (VCOP), which will help children think about how they are writing and 
how they can improve on their work. We will be working on informative, story and 
personal writing in the classroom. 
The children will be encouraged to think about how to be a good listener and 
develop their active listening skills. This will consist of reminders and activities that 
encourage children to stay quiet, keep still, listen to all of the words and look at the 
person that’s talking to ensure a high quality audience. Children will also be asked to 
deliver talks focussing on projecting their voices and body language.    
 
Mathematics 
We will be looking at place value of numbers up to one hundred thousand, addition 
and subtraction within ten thousand, multiplication and division of two digit 
numbers. We will also work with money up to £20, fractions up to hundredths and 
decimals to one point. Maths topics such as measurement, time, shape and data 
handling will also be included in the curriculum. 
To ensure children develop their mathematical thinking fully we will spend time 
working on our mental agility; examining how we think about and solve problems in 
our heads and on our problem solving skills; and how we tackle more complex time 
consuming mathematical problems. 
 
Health and Wellbeing 
We will have 2 lessons a week in PE focusing on physical fitness, co-ordination, 
teamwork and self-evaluation. This will be achieved through taking part in sports, 
focusing on specific skills within games and examining how exercise affects the body. 
We will be going swimming this year starting in November and participate in 
Bikeability 1 training next term. 
We will be learning how to stay safe, how to stay healthy, how to look after our 
bodies and how to build confidence. We will be continuing to encourage a Growth 
Mindset in class to ensure we can reach our potential. 
 
 
 



Other Topics 
In social subjects we will be learning about Travelling Britain, our own topic of choice, 
Egypt and the Rainforest. Science will consist of Light and Sound, Living on Earth and 
Solids, Liquids and Gases. 
 
Homework 
Homework will be set on Mondays consisting of Spelling, Reading and Maths. 
Reading books will be sent home and collected in on Mondays.  
Reading at home doesn’t have to be completely supervised by parents as children 
should learn to read as independently as possible. Children should be aiming to read 
their books fluently and be able to answer more complex questions about the ideas 
within the text. 
Ten words will be sent home each week for spelling and will be tested in class each 
Friday. A sheet has been sent home with activities to use in the yellow ‘homework’ 
jotter. A new version of this sheet with different activities will be sent home in the 
future to provide variety. 
Maths will also be sent home most weeks. This will be to provide parents with an 
idea of what we have been doing in class. It won’t be new learning but an 
opportunity to consolidate learning experienced in class. 
 
Weekly Routine 

 Homework will be handed out on Monday and should be completed for the 
following Monday with the exception of Spelling. 

 Spelling words should be learnt by Friday as we will be doing a Spelling test each 
Friday. 

 PE will be on Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

 Technology with Mrs Moore will be on Mondays. 

 Library will be on Tuesdays. 
 
Prestonfield Primary 85th Birthday! 
Please come and join us to celebrate the school’s 85th birthday on Friday 2nd 
September 2016 at 11.00. 
 
If you have any questions about anything in this Newsletter, please don’t hesitate to 
get in touch. Additionally, if you would like to discuss any issues in relation to your 
child’s learning, I am more than happy to organise an appointment after school. 
 
Thank you very much for your support. 
Mr Leask 
P5 Class Teacher 


