
Primary 6/5 Newsletter 
 
   Welcome back to school and welcome to Primary 6/5! I hope everyone had a lovely 
summer and your children have settled into the new term. I hope this Newsletter will 
give you a useful overview of what the children will be learning this term. 
 
Literacy 
   Within Reading children will be learning how to run Literature Circles where they will 
work in groups to read and complete tasks on a different text each week. These tasks 
will help children build their comprehension and fluency to read with more confidence.  
   Writing will be centred around the idea of Vocabulary, Connectives, Openers and 
Punctuation (VCOP), which will enable children to think about how they are writing and 
how to improve their written work. In class we will complete VCOP activities designed to 
build the children’s vocabulary, sentence structure and use of punctuation. We will be 
working on Informative writing looking at how to write newspaper articles, reports and 
instructions. 
   The children will be encouraged to think about how to be a good listener continuously 
in class. This will consist of reminders and activities that encourage children to stay 
quiet, keep still, pay attention and look at the person who’s talking to them-this will help 
develop children’s speaking and listening skills. Children will also be asked to deliver a 
talk this focussing on voice projection and body language.    
 
Mathematics 
   We will focus on numbers including millions and addition/subtraction of four digit 
numbers. 
   Within number we will be looking at place value; how a number can be made up of 
millions, thousands, hundreds, tens and units, as well as counting in chunks; going 
forwards or back in thousands or millions. 
   We will learn to add and subtract from bigger numbers using different methods. These 
methods will include mentally, using an empty number line or a written ‘chimney’ 
method. 
   To ensure children develop their mathematical thinking fully, we will spend time 
working on our mental agility; examining how we think about and solve problems in our 
heads and on our problem solving skills; and how we tackle more complex mathematical 
problems. 
 
Health and Wellbeing 
   We will have two lessons a week in PE focusing on physical fitness, co-ordination, 
teamwork and self-evaluation. This will be achieved through taking part in sports, 
focusing on specific skills within games and examining how exercise affects the body.  
   Within Health and Wellbeing lessons we will start a new programme of work called ‘Be 
Resilient’. This aims to teach children to take on the challenges of life whilst managing 
their emotions with increasing confidence. We will also continue to focus on developing 
a growth mindset, teaching children how to become more effective learners. 
 



Topics 
   We will be starting a topic on conflict, looking at the reasons conflicts arise in the 
wider world and some examples of these. We will also learn about the creation stories 
focusing on comparing stories from different religions. We will explore using an iPad to 
assist learning and be creating a PowerPoint for our class talks. 
 

Homework 
   This will be set on Mondays consisting of Spelling, Reading and Maths. Reading books 
will be sent home and collected in on Mondays.  
   Reading at home doesn’t have to be completely supervised by parents as children can 
read independently where necessary. Children should be aiming to read their books 
fluently and be able to answer more challenging questions about the texts. This term 
however, we will be reading a class novel together, so reading homework will often be 
revisiting what we have read in class. 
   Ten words will be sent home each week for the children to learn how to spell and will 
be tested in class each Friday. A sheet has been sent home with activities to use in the 
yellow ‘homework’ jotter to practise these words. 
   Maths will be sent home when necessary, often as an end of topic revision exercise-
this won’t be new learning but an opportunity to consolidate learning experienced in 
class.  This homework will give you an idea of what we have been doing in class 
 

Weekly Occurrences 

 Homework will be handed out on Monday and should be completed for the 
following Monday with the exception of spelling. 

 Spelling words should be learnt by Friday in preparation for the weekly test. 

 PE will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

 Technology will be on Wednesdays. 

 Library will be on Thursday. 
 

Diary Dates 
  

Thursday 7th September 18.00-20.00 Welcome Evening 
Tuesday 3rd and Thursday 5th October Parents’ Meetings 
 
   If you have any questions about anything in this newsletter, please don’t hesitate to 
get in touch. Additionally, if you would like to discuss any issues in relation to your 
child’s learning, I am more than happy to organise an appointment after school. 
 
Please visit our twitter feed for reminders and to keep in touch with the children’s 
learning. 
 
https://twitter.com/MrLeaskPPS 
https://twitter.com/PrestonfieldPS?lang=en 
 
Thank you for your continued support, 
Mr Leask. 

https://twitter.com/MrLeaskPPS
https://twitter.com/PrestonfieldPS?lang=en

