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The following is an outline of some of the things Primary 5 will be doing this 
term.  The information should help pupils to organise and prepare themselves 
effectively. We hope it is helpful.   
 
Please can parents/carers help us by ensuring that your child has everything required at school: 
schoolbag, rain-jacket with hood, suitable shoes, school PE kit and school diary.  It would also be really 
helpful if gym shoes could be checked regularly to ensure that they fit and are in one piece.   
 
Topics : This term we will begin the year with a Novel Study (see below) and our topic will be ‘Travelling 
Britain’. The aim is that children should have more information about the country that they inhabit.  
We will be researching, looking at maps and mapping skills, comparing weather graphs and charts, 
discovering more about the geography, a little of the history and more about the people that shaped 
the country we live in.  
 
As well as our trip to the Book Festival, our whole school topics will include a Growth Mindset Week 
where pupils will be engaging in activities to build their resilience and prepare them for learning in the 
year ahead. 
 
Maths:  We will begin with number work.  As well as mental maths the emphasis will be on place value 
and then build on prior learning to more complex addition, subtraction multiplication and division. 
Pupils will be encouraged to learn their time-tables with the expectation that most pupils will know 
their tables to 10 by the end of Primary 5.  Please help with this at home where you can. 
 
Literacy – We start with a whole class novel study (see also separate Novel Study Guide for further 
explanation).  The novel is Charlotte’s Web, a tale set in 50’s America involving some charming farm 
animals. Whilst we realise that independent reading of this book will be challenging for some, the text 
should be easily understood and provide rich topics for writing, discussion and learning.  Home reading 
and preparation will be set and support given in school but please feel free to assist with this where 
necessary as the text may be quite challenging for some.  Pupils may also be asked to complete 
Literature Circles tasks but these will be fully explained and practised in school beforehand. 
 
Homework:  Homework will usually include Spelling, Reading, Maths and occasionally Topic work or 
Literature Circles Tasks.  Please help us by ensuring that pupil work is checked and the homework diary 
is signed.  Occasionally, we may write notes in here as a way of communicating, so please do check 
but also note that although homework will be handed in on Thursday we may not correct it until the 
week-end. If there is anything you need to tell us before then please continue to write a separate note 
or contact the School Office in emergencies.  If pupils need any extra support with homework I provide 
a short session on Tuesdays at lunchtime, 12.30.  Pupils should let me know in the morning that they 
intend to come so that I know to wait for them. I hope this is helpful. 
 
P.E. will be on Tuesdays with Mr Crandles, PE Specialist where children will develop their racquet skills 
this term.  There will also be a block of swimming in the New Year at the Commonwealth Pool and 
further information will follow.  It may also be useful to know at this stage that the children will have 
a block of Bikeability 1 lessons after the October break.  Pupils will learn bike skills and how to handle 
their bikes safely and will learn about basic bike maintenance. It may be possible for some pupils to 



borrow bikes for this but we hope that most pupils in class will be able to bring their own bikes, if they 
have them, and helmets to school, so you may want time to prepare for this. 
 
Technology/ICT:  Along with carrying out research using class computers, pupils will have access to 
the school iPads. Over the next few terms pupils will be introduced to the functions of Word to create 
their own documents including creating graphs, charts and pictures. Children will also be exploring the 
various uses of iPads as a learning tool. 
 
P5 will attend Technology lessons on Thursdays led by our new Technologies Specialist Ms Finstere. 
 
Art/Music/Drama/Dance: Whole school weekly singing practise will continue in the hall with Miss 
MacMillan and Mr Hutchinson. 
 
Much of the art work this term will be based round our novel study and our topic work.  Pupils will be 
experimenting with a variety of media to create paintings, drawings and models. 
 
RME Topics will include, ‘The Meaning of Christmas’, ‘Pilgrimage’ and ‘Christianity’ and these will be 
delivered by Ms McGregor on Fridays. 
 
We would like to thank you in advance for all of your continued support that is so beneficial and greatly 
valued. Should you wish to discuss any matter with us at all please feel free to phone the School Office 
to make an appointment or you can catch one of us at the end of most school days. 
 
Twitter 
Please find the class tweets by logging into twitter at https://twitter.com/ followed by @MrsJervisPPS 
 
 
Mrs Jervis (Monday-Thursday) and Ms McGregor (Friday)  
 
P5 Class Teachers 
 
Diary Dates  
 
Thursday 7 September 18.00-20.00 Welcome Evening 
 
Tuesday 3 and Thursday 5 October Parents’ Meetings 

https://twitter.com/
https://twitter.com/Mrs

