
 
 
 
 
 

16th January 2018 
 

Dear Families, 
 
We would like to start by wishing you all a Happy New Year! We can’t quite believe that we are 
halfway through the year already!  
 
The children had great fun last term learning the songs and dances for our ‘Ralph the 
Reindeer’ show. The Nursery staff were all incredibly proud of the children and we 
think their final performance really showcased all their hard work. 
 
As always, thank you for completing the feedback task while you were waiting for the performance 
to begin. We look forward to sharing our new values, visions and aims with you.  
 
We start Term 3 by welcoming many new children and families to our Nursery. Mrs Ana Domingues-
Vireul will now work full time in the Nursery as an Early Years Practitioner.  
 
Here is some information about Term 3 in the Nursery: 
 

 
We plan the play opportunities and focused activities around the children’s interests and we look 
forward to seeing what the children would like to learn about this term.  
 
The children were keen to tell us about all their toys when they returned from the 
holiday, so we used the opportunity to explore how toys work and what they are 
made of. They have been investigating how simple forces such as floating, 
pushing, pulling and magnetism, help to make toys move.  

 
Soon we will participate in the whole school Scots Week and experience 
lots of Scottish food, music and dance. The children will be learning the 
poem ‘Heid, Shooders, Shanks and Taes’ and will perform it during our 
Scots Assembly. Look out for the poem coming home with your child to 
practise. As well as allowing the children to learn some Scots dialect, this 
will also help us explore rhyming words.  

 
Later in the term we will join the school in their International Week. We have chosen to learn about 
the wonderful culture of Italy. Mrs Domingues-Vireul is also looking forward to teaching the children 
some basic Spanish vocabulary. 
 
The children always enjoy learning about different festivals and celebrations. This term, we will 
celebrate Chinese New Year and Holi.  
 
In Numeracy, we will continue to practise recognising our domino and finger patterns, as well as 
counting to 10 and matching to the relevant numeral. The children will practise using directional 
vocabulary (forward, backward, up, down) and positional vocabulary (on top, under, beside).  
 
 
 



 
Craigmillar Library 
On Thursday 25th Jan, and for four further Thursdays, small groups of children will be taken along to 
the library to explore the wide range of books they have and to choose some to borrow and bring 
back to Nursery. 
 
Forest Kindergarten 
Mrs Clarkson began taking a small group of children to the school’s wildlife garden on Friday 11th 
January. The children were excited to return and tell their friends about how they’d made rope 
swings and dens. All children will have the opportunity to experience Forest Kindergarten with Mrs 
Clarkson – look out for a letter coming home detailing when your child’s group will be involved.  

 
Peep is a programme which supports parents and carers to value and build on the home learning 
environment by making the most of everyday learning opportunities. A peep group is a fantastic way 
to meet other families of young children. 
 
Miss Reeves and Mrs Duffy will be running a peep group in the Nursery for parents and carers of 0-5 
year old children. The group will begin on Tuesday 30th Jan, 9-10am and will continue for six weeks. A 
leaflet came home last week and posters can be found in the Nursery with more information.  
 

 
We hope you and your child have enjoyed using our new borrow-a-book library. 
Please continue to make good use of it – remember children are able to take a new 
book every day if they wish!  

 
Fri 9th Feb   February holiday begins 
Mon 19th Feb  Children return to Nursery 
Thurs 22nd Feb   Learning Together event (afternoon)   

Tues 20th, Wed 21st and Thurs 22nd March Parent Consultations 
   Thurs 29th March Easter holiday begins

 Please make sure we have your up-to-date contact details (address, mobile phone numbers, 
emergency contact information) and let us know of any changes in your work and 
employment information so that we can ensure our records are up-to-date.  

 Please can we remind all families to bring warm outdoor clothes for your 
child to wear, including a hat, scarf and gloves.  

 Remember to write your child’s name on all clothing as this is so helpful 
and avoids any mix-ups with similar clothing.   

 Your child has a box just outside the Nursery where we may put letters or the children may 
put their lovely artwork. Please check and empty the box on a daily basis! 

 Please ensure that the main Nursery door is closed behind you and is never put on the 
snib.  

 
As always, thanks for all your continued help and support. 
 
All the Staff at Prestonfield Nursery 


