
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

Friday 16th March 2018 

www.prestonfieldprimary.wordpress.com 

@PrestonfieldPS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parking – UPDATE -  
Pick up and drop off continues to be a very challenging time of the day because of the number of cars 
parking at the back of the school. Please try to park away from the school gates and walk with your 
child. I have been speaking to one of our local councillors about the situation and I will be meeting 
with a member of the council parking team shortly in the hope that we can run a Parksmart campaign 
early in the new session. The safety of the children has to come first. 
 
I have also been speaking to the local authority and it has now been confirmed that a traffic order 
(TRO17/18) is now in place. I have been assured that new lines will be painted on the road within the 
next few months in order to make it clear where stopping is not allowed at all. The traffic order 
includes a ban on loading and unloading which means traffic wardens don’t have to wait before issuing 
a ticket. I will be sharing the traffic order and line painting map with Friends of Prestonfield at the next 
meeting on Tuesday 1st May. 
 
Learning Together Survey Responses 
Thank you to everyone who responded to the survey about the recent Learning Together event. In 
total we had eight responses. I have collated the comments in the table at the end of this newsletter 
with a response from the school where appropriate. Any names have been removed. Your feedback 
and thoughts on events that are held in the school are important because we want to make sure that 
events are relevant, support learning and encourage family engagement.  
 
Egg Competition – Eggs In Space! 

Our theme for this year’s Easter Egg Competition is Eggs in Space. Please encourage your child to 

decorate a hard-boiled egg and hand it into school by 9am on Wednesday 28th March.  We have been 

amazed by the wonderful ideas that the children have come up with in the past few years and can’t 

wait to see their creations of Eggs in Space eggs this year.  I’m sure they’ll be ‘eggscellent’! We 

apologise that there was no attachment to the recent email about this event. This has now been fixed 

and should be coming out to you shortly. 

 

Twitter 
I would encourage you to follow us on Twitter @PrestonfieldPS  
There is always lots of news and information about what is happening in the school.  
 
Stars of the Week 
Congratulations to: 
Rafsan and Nicole in the Nursery, Cole in P1, Ian in P2, Armaghan in P3, Jade in P4, Ava – Ray in 
P5,Reuben in P6/5, Muhammad in P6 and Beth in P7.  You are our Stars this week!
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Learner of the Month 
Well done to Ruby in the Nursery, Mia and Costis  in P1, Alife, Ian and Josh in P2, Francis, Szymon and 
Alyssa in P3, Caroline, DJ, Paige and Alexander in P4, Seb in P5, Maisie and David in P6, Aneeba, 
Kasey and Katrina in P7 
Congratulations to our Learners of the Month this month. We are very proud of you all. The 
schoolwork will be displayed in the foyer. 
 
Benmore Residential Trip – 2018 
To find out about the trip in more detail, I am pleased to invite children and parents/carers of our 
current primary 6 year group to an information evening on Tuesday 17th April at 5pm. It is important 
that you attend this Information Evening, as it will give you all the information you need about the trip 
from staff and current P7 pupils who have been.  You will also have the opportunity to ask any 
questions. A letter with more information will also be coming out to you today. 
 
Saint Patrick’s Day 
To those of you celebrating St. Patrick’s Day tomorrow we hope you have a great day! Saint Patrick's 
Day is celebrated in more countries than any other national festival. Celebrations generally involve 
public parades and festivals, Irish traditional music sessions and the wearing of green clothes or 
shamrocks. 
 
Message from Active Schools Club 
Due to the recent snow days and the closures of the schools, Active Schools are running ‘Make-up 
Sessions’ on the last week of term for Parkour on Wednesday 28th March and Gymnastics/Hip Hop on 
Thursday 29th March. If your children attend these sessions, please send them along as normal on these 
dates.   Many Thanks, Robert Ure 
 
Book Revival 
To promote a love of reading for all and support sustainability, we will run another ‘Book Revival’ in 

the School Foyer at both Parents’ Evenings on Tuesday 20th March and Thursday 22nd March.  

If you have any books that you would like to donate which are in good condition that you think others 

would enjoy reading, please hand them into School by Monday 19th March.  Books will be free.  

However, if you would like to make a small donation towards the School funds that would also be 

welcome. All funds raised will go into buying new reading resources for the School. 

 
What’s coming up? 

 Parents’ meetings 20th March and 22nd March 

 Easter Egg Competition Wednesday 28th March  

 Last day of term – Thursday 29th March (normal school finish times) 

 P5 Trip – Wednesday 28th March 

 P7 at Edinburgh University  - Wednesday 28th March  

 Easter Holidays Friday 30th March – Monday 16th April (inclusive) 

 Back to school on Tuesday 17th April 

 Benmore information evening for current P6 – Tuesday 17th April at 5pm 

 Primary 5 Assembly  - Friday 20th April 

 Friends of Prestonfield Meeting – Tuesday 1st May – Evening -  
 
Please do not hesitate to come in and have a chat with me.  
My door is always open.  
- Mr. Horsburgh. 

Email: admin@prestonfield.edin.sch.uk   Twitter: @PrestonfieldPS 
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LEARNING TOGETHER EVENT PARENTAL SURVEY INFORMATION 

 

Comment  

 

 By attending learning together I got an idea how children are taught in school and how we 
can help our child at home with learning 

 

 
What did you find to be the most helpful part of the afternoon? 
 

 Showing me proudly what my children have learned and what they are able to do 

 I loved seeing the children taking ownership of their own learning, working in groups and 

discussing different ways of getting to the answer. My child loves this style of learning too 

as each child can contribute (instead of) working alone at their desk. I find it helpful to see 

how lessons are taught as it helps me to keep the homework on track. 

 Seeing my child work together with a partner was interesting. I learnt how cooperative 

they could be and was surprised that they led as I assumed they would just follow, so the 

afternoon was quite insightful for me. My child loved the parental input. It's worth being 

there just to see how happy it makes them. 

 Watching the teacher work from the front of the classroom. 

 Breaking off into groups, seeing the teacher teach and being in the class environment 

 

What do you think the school could do to 
improve an event like this in the future? 

 Different time scales due to multiple 

children. Very hard to be everywhere at 

the same time. 

 Have different classes learning together 

at different times maybe staggered, as 

it's difficult to leave a class to go to a 

siblings. 

 

 It was a bit unclear where to enter the 

building, from the front office or the 

pupil's class door. Lots of reminders are 

helpful. 

 Can’t think of anything 

 

Response/ Action from the school  
 
We understand that families with more than one 
child find it tricky to get round all of the classes 
in the time available. We would encourage more 
family members to attend together and we will 
also look at the length of time available for the 
next event. A staggered approach or a longer 
time is something that could be a possibility in 
the future. We have to balance this against 
overall class timetables.  
 
 
 
The front door should always be used by visitors 
to enter and exit the building. 
 
We will continue to use letters, emails and 
twitter to interact with families. 
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Any other comments 

 Thank you for continuing to invite us in 

for these sessions 

 Had a lovely afternoon, thank you. 

 Thanks, a great way to see inside the 

class. 

 

 I would suggest to involve parents in 

pupils learning on daily basis by 

informing them what children are up to 

in school by a note on their jotters for 

example 

 

We very much enjoy having families learning 
together in this way and we will continue the 
sessions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We would encourage all parents/carers to 
continue to interact with the class teacher in 
order to understand the learning that is 
happening in the classroom. A daily note for 
each individual child is not possible but 
parents/carers are always free to make an 
appointment to meet class teachers to discuss 
learning. We would encourage everyone to 
follow the class on Twitter and talk with their 
child every day about learning. 
 
The following five questions are very helpful if 
parents/carers are discussing learning with 
children. 
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